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respondto Lebanon strike 


BtlKUr (KV— MNt Labtooc west wvotk as usual Saturday; ignoring 
For t&e seomd day &..C8& by the Genera! Confederation of Latwur Union 
(GCLU)l4& .strike, in pretest at ihe intoured cuuoiiy’s soaring inflation 
.rate. Newspapers, basks wd some pubijf institutions and adwob were 
dagd.^wt aronaq-9ttpet osu qf focforiCT. re s ta uran ts. (hops am) other 
private twa imyes . across Lebanon opened their doors detennioed to do 
business- Can fjKedHefoit’s streets and housewives crowded supermar- 
ket* sad iKgenfefe stall* <o Stock up for the start of Ramadan, The GCLU 
called fora Two-day strike Thursday to back h demand far a 310 per cent 
pay increases- which. it said would the inflation rate over the last «u 
nxondts. About 40 per cent of workers' were estimated u> have obeyed the 
strike cafi Friday.' The Administrative Committee of the Commercial 
Federation .Union (ACCFU), a group of merchants, and businessmen, 
urged att employees Friday logo to work “arid spare the country a new 
eeoaonuc crisis. 11 The GCLU, wiridr fuss about 250.000 members, ailed 
the strikr in prates after acting Prime MmWcr Salim Al-Hcss said 
salaries Wdnld tre raised by 60 to 75 per cent. The minimum wage is now 
S-50U pounds. (£21), a mnwh- ..... 
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Ramadan begins today 


AMM.4N ( J.T.i — Jordan Unbj observes (hr first day or Lhe Holy Month 
of Ramadan during which Tasting mill hr ohsentd from dawn to dusk. The 
announcement was made by Chief Islamic Justice Sheikh Mohammad 
Mhdhn in a staUmem earned by the Jordan News Agency , Petra. Mbeiian 
i expressed hope that the Arab and Islamic people, through their cn- 
dca%<mn»< would be abk io regain their usurped rights and attain their aims 
and aspirations. On the uccastuD. (he Mi nisi r> of \uqaf and Islamic 
Affairs issued a siatcnu-ni urging Muslims to fast the hojv mouth, carry out 
charity work and extend a helping band io others and jJmj to offer alms to 
the needy and the poor. Public offices will work a four-jnd-3-haif hour a 
day during Ramadan instead of ike normal sit. Tbei will be open from 9-JO 
j.m. to 2 p.m. Saudi Arabia also announced Saturday that Ramadan would 
start in the kingdom Sunday. (Jalar has also declared thuJ Ramadan will 
start Sunday white Oman has said that Monday v.=H be the first day. 
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CabiBetjoauK^! 
senior official 

/ 

AMMAN fPetra)~—Tte Cabinet 
Saturday apptimed Haiti Amad 
as secretary general of the Minis- 
try of Culture and National Herit- 
age, Mmw AKDurra as secretary 
general of the Ministry of Irt- 
forroation and . Abdul Razzoq 
Rayyan as secretary general of 
the Audit Bureau. The Cabinet 
also derided to refine Dr. Mousa 
Keilani. who had served as direc- 
tor general of the Department of 
Press and Publications, The 
Cabinet approved qjf a memoran- 
dum of cuopcrarion in agriculture 
between Jordan and Syria con- 
cluded during a visit to Damascus 
last week by Minister of Agricul- 
ture Marwan Hmoud- The 
memorandum provides . for -an- 
agrcemcni to be signed by the 
two sides organising and increas- 
ing the volume of exchanged agri- 
cultural products. 

Tunisian premier 
arrives m Cairo 

CAIRO (AP) — Hedt Bac- 
couche, the first Tmrissan prime 
minister to pay an official visit to 
Egypt since the two countries 
resumed diplomatic relations in 
January, arrived here Saturday 
for talks with President Hosni 
Mubarak and other Egyptian offi- 
cials. B accouche told reporters 
upon arrival at Cairo airport that 
he was carrying a message to 
Mubarak from Tunisian Presi- 
dent Zine Ai Abidine Iba AIL He 
did not elaborate on the content 
of the message. Ibn Ali has in- 
vited Mubarak to visit Tunisia in 

, 

a telephone conservation last 
month but no date was set yet for 
such a yisit, 

Soviets send aid 
to Palestinians 

MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet 
Union has sent food, medicine 
and children's clothes to Palesti- 
nians "waging, a . courageous, 
struggle'' in the Israeli-occupied 
territories, the TASS news agen- 
cy said Friday. TASS said the aid 
was a gift freon .the Soviet public; 
and that a second shipment would 
be made^ohApifi 20. The cargo 
was ro be handed over to a 
representative of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation in Cyp- 
rus, TASS said. It said 4he PLO 
would take charge of the aid for 
distribution, but did not say how 
it would be introduced into the 
Israeli-controlled territories. 

Defence lawyers 
boycott Cairo trial 

CAIRO (AP) — Defence lawyers 
for 31 Muslim fundamentalists 
charged with attempted murder 
interrupted a state security court 
session Saturday by walking out 
as a prime witness took the stand. 
Presiding Judge Omar Ai Otcifi 
adjourned the trial to April 24. 
He also fined all 47 lawyers 50 
pounds ($25) each for the walk- 
out and said be would ask the bar 
association to have them replaced 
by other attorneys. Zt was the 
second hearing of the trial. Pro- 
secutors are seeking the death 
penalty for 15 defendants, two of 
whom remain at large, and for 
the rest prison sentences ranging 
to life. The lawyers contested the 
emergency nature of the court, 
claiming that the defendants 
charges did not warrant such a 
judging body. 

Jordan holds Japan 
1*1 in Asian Cup 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) Jor- 
dan held Japan to a 1-1 draw on 
the eighth day of the Asian Cup 
qualifying round Saturday. Japan 
led 1-0 at halftime. Scorers: 
Japan — Yusuke Minoguchi (5th 
minute); Jordan — Ibrahim 
Saadeya (62nd minute). 

Gunmen kill 
Italian senator 

* 

ROME (R) — An Italian senator 
described as a close aide of new 
Christian Democrat Prune Minis- 
ter Ciriaco de Mita was shot dead 
Saturday and a faction of the Red 
Brigades guerrilla group claimed 
responsibility. Police said Rober- 
to Ruffilli, also a Christian 
Democrat, was lulled while alone 
at bis home in the central city of 
Forli- There were apparently no 
witnesses. The “Fighting Com- 
munist Party," a hardline 
pffchoot of the left-wing Red Bri- 
gades, claimed responsibility for 

the attack in a telephone call to 
an iralfan newspaper, , 


Murder of Abu Jihad sparksfierce confrontation 

13 Palestinians fall martyr 
in bloodiest day of uprising 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
Israeli troops shot dead at feast 13 Palesti- 
nians Saturday in the bloodiest day of the 
four-month uprising in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza during protests against the 
killing of top Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) leader Khalil Ai Wazir, Arab and 
U.N. sources said. 


They said eight protesters! 
were killed in the Gaza Strip and 
five in the West Bank in the 
highest death toll on any day 
since the uprising began Dec. 9. 

One U.N. official m the Gaza 
Strip, calling it by far the 
bloodiest day there since the up- 
rising began, said: “There is tur- 
moil everywhere. There are a lot 
of wounded from live ammuni- 
tion as well as tear-gas.” 


Over UK) other Palestinians 
were wounded in the protests, 
according to hospitals. U.N. offi- 
cials and Arab journalists. Cur- 
fews were slapped on 10 refugee 
camps. 

The focus of the violence was 
in the coastal Gaza Strip, where 
Wazir lived until 1963 and where 
close relatives remain. 

Palestinian leaders blamed 
Israel for the assassination. 


“Israel is the only party that 
could have carried out such an 
act.” said Hanna Siniora, editor 
of the Arab Jerusalem -based AI 
Fajr newspaper. “His (Wazir's) 
portfolio is the occupied territor- 
ies. This is an attempt to crush 
the uprising by force.” 

Israeli officials maintained a 
stony silence on the affair. 

“The assassination of the lead- 
er of the uprising will not abort it 
but will escalate the uprising.” 
said Mahdi Abut Hadi, head of 
the Palestinian Academic Society 
for the Study of International 
Affairs. 

“The finger points to the Mos- 
sud (the Israeli secret service). 
The assassination had been ex- 
pected," he told Reuters. 

Gahi Baramki, acting president 
of Birzeit University in the West 
Bank, a bastion of Palestinian 
nationalism, said: 


“This act falls into the terror 
activities which Israel tries to say 
it stands againsi. This shows that 
they do not wanr a peaceful solu- 
tion. 

“The uprising did not start 
because of one person and the 
assassination has created bitter- 
ness and anger which will be 
reflected in the streets." 

Widespread protests broke out 
in the occupied territories as soon 
as news of Wazir's death was 
broadcast. 

Saturday's 13 deaths raised to 
162 the number of Palestinians 
killed in the uprising. 

U.N. officials identified the 
dead Palestinians in the Gaza 
Strip as Jamal Hussein Shihadeh, 
18. Atwa Abu Arar, 17, Yasser 
Ahmad AI Sbarif. 14, Tahsin Ai 
Bajdi. 17, Jamal Ai Jamal, 35, 
and Ayman Amir Abu Amar. 22 
and Fikri Ibrahim Daghmeb, 22. 


Abu Jihad assassinated in Tunis 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Khalil AI 
Wazir, deputy military comman- 
der- of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) was 
machine-gunned to death at his 
home in Tunis Saturday in an 
assassination . which the Arab 
League and the PLO. blamed on 
Israel. 

Known as Abu Jihad. Wazir, 
53, was the military deputy of 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
He was in charge of commando 
operations and the PLO's support 
for the four-month-old uprising 
against Israeli rule in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

According to Palestinian 
sources, he was cut down by a 
hall of some 70 bullets in front of 
his wife and a 14-year-old daugh- 
ter. He had a revolver in his 
hand, having heard the attackers 
enter his house in the north Tunis 
suburb of Sidi Bou Said at 1:30 
a.m. 

Two Palestinian bodyguards 
and a Tunisian chauffeur were 
also slain. 

The killers, numbering up to 
nine and indnding at least one 
woman, got dean away. Reports 
said the woman was filming the 
assassination with a video 
camera. 

The discovery of a car and two 
minibuses abandoned 20 
kilometres away on lonely Raoud 
beach, prompted speculation 
they escaped by sea. 

Tunisian officials said the vehi- 
cles had been hired by people 
using Lebanese passports who 
gave addresses at hotels in Tunis. 
They said there was no proven 
link between the killings and the 
vehicles found at Raoud beach. 

The PLO, in a communique 
issued in Tunis, accused ‘fascist 
and racist leaders in Israel” of: 
killing Wazir, number two in the 
Fateh movement, the mainstream 
of the PLO. 

Abdul Latif Abu Hilje, a 
senior official at PLO headquar- 
ters in Tunis, said Wazir's role in 
PLO efforts to organise Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories 
must have been (be main motive 



Jordan condemns assassination 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian government Saturday de- 
nounced as a criminal act the assassination of Khalil AJ Wazir, 
deputy military commander of the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

A statement issued by Occupied Territories Affairs Minister 
Marwan Dudin said: “The government of Jordan condemns this 
criminal act mid offers its deep condolences and sympathy to the 
PLO ami the family of the late Kbaffi AI Wazir who had abo served 
as bead of the Palestinian side to the Joint jtordanian-Palesti ni a n 
Committee for Supporting the Steadfastness of the Palestinian 
People living in the Occupied Territories.” 


Khaffl AI Wazir 


for the assassination. 

“It is because of everything he 
has been doing,” he said. 

The secretary-general of the 
Arab League, Chadli Klibi, also 
blamed Israel, as did Wazir's 
parents, who live in Syria. 

The Israeli government de- 
clined to comment on the accusa- 
tions. 

Palestinian officials who saw 
Wazir’s body before it was taken 
to the morgue said it was riddled 
with bullets from head to foot and 
his right hand was practically shot 
off. 

The officials said Wazir's wife 
had told Tunisian authorities the 
attackers were masked, dressed 
in military fatigues and used 
weapons equipped with silencers. 

They said the attackers shot 
one of the bodyguards seated in a 
car and two others in from of the 
house before entering. 

Then they broke down the 
door and began shooting in all 
directions. One of the officials, 
who did not give his name, said 
be counted at least 100 bullet 
marks. 

Wazir's body was found behind 
the door of his bedroom. 

His assassination was the 
second anti-Palestinian act car- 
ried out in Tunisia since the PLO 
set up its headquarters there after 
leaving Beirut in 1982: 

On Oct. 1, 1985 Israeli F-15 


jets bombed the PLO headquar- 
ters at Hammam Chott, about 30 
kilometres south of the capital. 

The raid killed about 80 Palesti- 
nians and 20 Tunisians and injured at 
least 100 others. 


The assassination of Wazir was 
similar to one carried ou! in Beirut in 
April 9, 1973 in which three Palesti- 
nian leaders were killed by Israeli 
agents who came in from the sea. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan protests 
U.S. veto at U.N. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan pro- 
tested strongly to the United 
States Saturday over its veto of a 
U.N. Security Council resolution 
which would have censured 
Israel's oppressive response to 
the Palestinian uprising in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

The Jordanian protest was 
handed in a note to U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Roscoe Suddanh 
by Foreign Minister Taher A) 
Masri, the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said. 

During Friday's vote on the 
resolution in the Security Coun- 
cil, the other 14 members of the 
council voted in favour. The re- 
solution was submitted by Alger- 
ia, Argentina, Nepal, Senegal, 
Yugoslavia and Zambia. 

It weald have condemned 
“those policies and practices of 
Israel, the occupying power, 
which violate human rights of the 
Palestinian people in the occu-. 
pied territories, and in particular 
the opening of fire by the Israeli 
army, resulting in the killing and- 


wounding of defenceless Palesti- 
nian civilians.” 

Several Arab diplomats at the 
U.N. accused the United States 
of jealously guarding its own role 
in the Middle East by trying to 
paralyse the Security Council. 

Arab League spokesman Clo- 
vis Maksoud said the veto had 
“mortally wounded” the latest 
U.S. peace initiative. 

British Ambassador John Birch 
criticised Israel for “brutal and 
often indiscriminate actions" 
against civilians and called mea- 
sures such as expulsion “im- 
moral, illegal and politically self- 
defeating,” 

“World opinion has been 
shocked and disgusted — rightly 
so — by the widespread suffering 
of the civilian population of all 
ages and both sexes." Birch said. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) envoy, Zehdi 
Terzi, told the council the United 
States had isolated itself by killing 
the resolution. “There’s always a 
rotten apple in the box,” be said. 


Casualties mount in Gulf missile barrage 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran and 
Iraq reported more civilians were 
lined Saturday in the seven-week 
“war of the cities" as each attack- 
ed the other’s cities with missiles 
and bombs. 

An Iraqi military spokesman in 
Baghdad said an Iranian missile 
hit a residential area of the Iraqi 
capital, killing or wounding a 
□umber of civilians. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said Iranian Revolutionary 
guards had fired two rockets at 
mili tary centres in Baghdad in 
retaliation for Iraqi strikes on 
Iranian cities. 

The B agh dad spokesman said 
Iraq bad fired three missiles at 
Tehran, one at the holy dty of 
Qom and two at Esfahan in cen- 
tral Iran since midnight Friday. 

IRNA said many people were 
killed in Esfahan and Qom, Iraqi 
aircraft also bombed Hamadan 
and Dezful. h said, and property 


was damaged in all the attacks. 

Military statements quoted by 
Tehran Radio said Iranian jets 
carried out “revenge" raids on 
five Iraqi towns. 

They said the jets hit the town 
of Ba'qubab, 50 kilometres 
northeast of Baghdad after Ira- 
nian warplanes bombed military 
and economic targets there. 

Baghdad residents awoke to 
the sound of sirens Saturday but 
do anti-aircraft fire or bombing 
was heard. 

Iraq said Iranian jets attacked 
the northern Iraqi provinces of 
Arbfla and Duhok Saturday. 

Iraq has now fired 168 missiles 
at Iranian cities, compared to 
Iran's 76 launched at Iraqi cen- 
tres, since the tit-for-tat strikes 
started late in February. 

Hundreds of people on both 
sides have been killed, although 
neither Iran nor Iraq has given 
precise figures. Diplomats in 


Tehran estimate at least 1300 
people have been killed by the 
Iraqi missiles. 

Baghdad says the bombard- 
ments are aimed at forcing Iran 
accept a ceasefire in the war, now 
in its eighth year. Tehran insists 
that Iraq must be named as the 
“aggressor" before any settle- 
ment can be reached. 

In New York, sources at the 
United Nations said Friday that 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar has proposed a new 
Gulf peace plan, believing that 
the divergent positions of Iran 
and Iraq were "insufficient" for 
implementing a ceasefire. 

Iran warns U.S. 

Meanwhile, Iran warned the 
United States Saturday it would 
strike back if Washington took 
action against the Iranians for an 
underwater explosion which dam- 
aged a U.S. warship in the Gulf 


Thursday. 

“If America embarks on a new 
aggression on Iran, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran will respond 
with utmost force," Tehran 
Radio quoted a spokesman for 
Iran's war information headquar- 
ters as saying. 

He was reacting to reports rhat 
President Reagan met top aides 
Friday to assess military options 
against Iran after the blast, 
apparently caused by a mine, 
damaged the guided missile fri- 
gate Samuel B. Roberts in the 
central Gulf. 

The Washington Post said the 
options included launching a re- 
taliatory strike against a long list 
of possible targets, (see page S) 

The Iranian spokesman denied 
that Iran bad mined the Gulf and 
said the presence of foreign 
warships in the waterway was the 
main cause of insecurity to ship- 
ping. 


King pays tribute to Armed Forces, 
reaffirms stand on Palestinian issue 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday sent his 
greetings to the Jordanian Armed 
Forces and voiced his deep pride 
in their excellent organisation 
and skill and in their devotion to 
serve and defend the country 
against any aggression. 

In a message he sent to Armed 
Forces Commander-in-Chief 
Field Marshal Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker following a military para- 
de held here Friday to celebrate 
the 35th anniversary of his 
assumption of his constitutional 
powers, the King said he takes 
pride in shouldering the responsi- 
bility towards achieving the goals 
of the Great Arab Revolt in 
defending Arab soil. 

Following are major excerpts 
of the Kings message: 

“I send my affection and 


appreciation to all members of 
the Armed Forces, the security 
and defence departments ond the 


People's Army and ;o ail mem- 
bers of :he Jordanian Family on 

(Continued oatje S) 


King congratulates parties 
to Geneva Afghan agreement 


AMMAN t Petra i — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Saturday sent 
cables to U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan, Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev. Pakistani President 
Mohammad Zia 11 Haq and 
Afghan President Najibullah 
congratulating them over the 
signing of the Geneva agree- 
ment paving (he way for with- 
drawal of Soviet forces from 
Afghanis! an. The King voiced 
appreciation of the positive 


spirit embodied in Lhe pact that 
ended a regional conflict and 
said that the pact would contri- 
bute effectively towards serving 
the cause of world peace and 
security. 

Kins Hussein expressed hope 
a similar degree of positive 
spirit would contribute to the 
solution of other regional prob- 
lems. particularly the Arab- 
lsraeli conflict and the Iran- 
lraa war. 



Rescue workers remove the body of one of six 
victims killed when a civil defence water truck went 




out of control and rumbled down on a sharp decline 
near the First Circle Saturdav 



6 killed in civil 

crash after downtown b 



ice Earner 



By Salameh B. Ne’matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Six people were 
killed and eight injured Saturday 
when a civil defence water tanker 
racing to a fire started by a bomb 
explosion crashed into a building 
in a crowded downtown street, 
eyewitnesses and officials said. 

The water tanker was called to 
the scene after an explosive 
charge planted in the rear of a 
parked Opel car at the Municipal- 
ity of Greater Amman under- 
ground parking went off at 11:25, 
setting the car on fire. 

An official spokesman said pre- 
liminary investigations revealed 
that the explosion was caused by 
a time bomb weighing approx- 
imately half a kilogramme and 
installed on a gas canister placed 
in the boot of the car. No arrests 
were reported. 

The spokesman said: “This cri- 
minal act was carried out after the 
declaration of Jordan's national 
Arab position in defence of the 
.Arab rights in Palestine.” 

He said the explosion was 
aimed at '‘diverting the attention 

(Continued on page 5) 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan visits the site of the accident 
Saturday 


Hijackers demand 
Algiers, say they 




ALGIERS (Agencies) — Hijack- 
ers holding a Kuwaiti Jumbo jet 
at Algiers airport threatened 
Saturday to kill ail their Kuwaiti 
hostages. 

In a statement in Arabic made 
to three journalists summoned to 
the plane, they also demanded 
fuel to fly the plane out, saying 
they did not want “the massacre” 
to take place in Algeria. 

One masked gunman said the 
hijackers “are now working to 
blow up his plane.” 

He said, however, that they 
were not abandoning the nego- 
tiating process and remained will- 
ing to examine “every proposal.” 
A blue-hooded hijacker frisked 
all three reporters thoroughly be- 
fore the exchange began. 

The journalists, crouched at 
the top of steps just below the 
door of the aircraft, were allowed 
to ask questions in Arabic. These 
were then relayed by a gunman 
just inside the cabin to another 
hijacker inside the plane. 


The correspondents later told 
hundreds of assembled colleagues 
that a hijacker holding a sub- 
machine gun sat just inside the 
plane on the corner of the aisle. 

They said the spokesman, pre- 
sumably the leader of the group, 
spoke calmly during tbe exchange 
which lasted about 15 minutes. 

The statement was translated 
inro French by one of the three 
reporters called to a new*, confer- 
ence at the open door of the 
Boeing 747 seized 12 days ago. 

“We ask our .Algerian brothers 
to provide kerosene for the air- 
craft in order to take off because 
we will settle our account with 
Kuwait elsewhere.” the state- 
ment said. 

“We do not want the massacre to 
take place in friendly Algeria, 
which received us and tried to 
solve the issue. 

“The Kuwait government gives no- 
thing to Algeria, whereas we arc 
ready to give everything to Algeria." 
the statement said. "This hijacking is 


different from the 1985 (TWA) hi- 
jacking. “This will have a different 
solution. Conditions are not the 
some. 

“We are now working :o blow up 
this plane, killing ail the Kuwaiti 
citizens aboard if the Kuwait govern- 
ment does cot give freedom to our 17 
brothers." 

Tbe reporters were each allowed to 
ask two questions after the statement 
was read, and the entire episode 
lasted about 15 minutes. 

One asked if it were possible to 
envisage a solution whereby the hos- 
tages would be freed in Algeria and 
the hijackers would leave. 

The reply was: “A solution will be 
proposed to us and we will examine it 
Together with our Algerian brothers 
in a comprehensive manner. We must 
have a comprehensive solution.’' 

•*We will examine every proposal m 
good time." 

The response appeared to soften 
the tone of other remarks, indicating 
that a solution to the crisis, in its 12th 
day. still could be found in Algeria. 

In Kuwait, the cabinet met and 

(Continued on page 5) 
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JDJjl^OOO AID: The Genet?! Union of Voluntary Societies 
{GUVS) provided financial uki amounting to JD 1 .132, OUU in 1987 to 
.. . . charitable societies in the bast anil West Bank of Jordan, according 
lo GUVS -annual report, The union's general budget for 1988 is JD 
V 5,397,000 up from JD 4.140,000 in 1987, die report added. 

- ' .v fCKC MEETING: Conditions in the-oocupied West Bank and the 
t i Gaia 'Ship and Is racl's J nhamaxt practices against the Arab popula- 
tion will; be among the main tomes to be discussed by the 
7 ’ international Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) standing commir- 
Lee Whfcfi. opens meetings in Geneva on April 20. Jordan's delegation 
to the meeting is led by Dr. Ahmad Abu Ooura. who is president of 
Jordan.Natio^JRed Crescent Society and chairman of the standing 
committee^ The jrwo-day meeting will also tackle a number of ICRC 
activities and preparations for the .coming ICRC conference. 

TRADE TIES WITH IRAQ: Iraqi Minister of Trade Dr. Mohan t- 
- - m?d Saleh- Mahdi met in Baghdad Saturday with Ministry of Industry 
and T rade Secretary General Mohammad At Saqqaf and discussed 
with him trade relations between Jordan and Iraq. The Iraqi minister 
praised the existing cooperation between the two countries especially 
in trade and industry, ■ 

TRAINEES GRADUATE: A group of female trainees graduated 
from Karaimeh community training centre after completing courses 
in dress making, weaving and typing. Courses ranged between four 
and six months daring which the participants had theoretical and 
practical training. 

SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTS: The third exhibition of scientific 
experiments conducted by secondary school students in the Ministry 
of Education schools at Karak Govemorate was opened Saturday. 
Mu'ta University President Ah Mahafzah. who opened the exhibition, 
later opened a chib for science students of Mu’ta University. The 
weet-long exhibition projects the students’ work in the field of 
mechanics, electricity, chemistry and computer work. 

POWER TRAINING CENTRE: Fifteen supervisors of power 
distribution and control completed a training course at the Zarqa 
Power Training Centre, conducted by the Jordan Electricity Author- 
ity. Participants were oriented on means of avoiding occupational 
risks and minimising accidents. 


SPRAYING CAMPAIGN; Salt Municipality Saturday embarked 
on a campaign for spraying different districts of the city with 

- insecticides. The campaign is periodically carried out to maintain 
. cleanliness in the city'- Also in Salt the governor issued strict orders to 

all restaurants and cafes and parks to refrain from serving food and 
drinks during the coming month of Ramadan. He said all liquor 
stores and mght-dubs should be closed and banned smoking in the 
streets and public places. 

.CULTURAL WEEK: The Vocational Training Centre at Ain At 
Basha has opened a second cultural week, during which lectures will 
be given on occupational risks, food poisoning and other topics. A 
centre official said that the cultural week is being implemented in 
cooperation with the local community. 

AFRA SPA: A committee charged with discussing the development 
of the Afra Spa near Tafileh met Saturday to discuss work underway 
at the project. The Afra spa was lately dosed for the public until such 
work is completed. Ric project entails establishing a car park, 
services- facilities and swimming poofs for men and women. 

PATHOLOGISTS: The Jordanian Sodety of Pathologists opened 
its three-day meeting al Amra Hotel in Amman Friday and elected a 
■ seven-member constituent assembly . Speakers at the meeting under- 
lined the importance of such a society which would focus the Arab 
society’s attention on common and rare diseases, discuss diagnosis 
techniques and offer ideas on treatment. 

TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS: -The Public Security Department (PSD) 
Saturday started an Intensive campaign against traffic violations such 
as wrong overtaking, overspeeding and traffic rules. The campaign 
runs untiLMay 12. PSD called on drivers to abide by all traffic rules to 
avoid- violations;. - ..... 

’ GIFTED’ CHILDREN: Two Jordanian children have won silver 
. jnedals n 3 "the J ^nual -contest for gifted children in drawing for 
; _ - 1986/1987, organised by the Egyptian Ministry of Culture. The 
’ winners are Ayat Odeh Abu Sneineh' 9, and her brother Abdul 

- Jawwad '5-. - - 

7 PAINTINGS BY STUDENTS: Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources Secretary .General Dr. Ibrahim Badran Saturday opened 
an exhibition of paintings by students of rhe elementary schools in the 
: Irbid' Govemorate at the Jordan University of Science and Technolo- 
: gy. On display at the four-day exhibition, which was organised by the 
. . minis try’s Energy and Electricity Information and Advisory Centre, 
“are drawings representing' the best means for utilising energy. 




His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Saturday receives ILO Director General Francis Blanchard 
(Petra photo) 


Israel has transferred occupied 
lands into huge prison -Nuseibeh 


TEGUC1GULPA (Pclra) — The 
Israeli authorities have trans- 
formed the occupied Arab terri- 
tories into a huge prison, turning 
schools into concentration camps 
for nearly IU.MK1 Arab citizens, 
the head of Jordan’s delegation to 
the International Parliamentary 
Union (IPU) meeting here. 
Hazem Nuseiheh. said Saturday 
evening. 

The current Palestinian peo- 
ple’s uprising in the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip aims u> liber- 
ate the Israeli held territories, 
Nuseibeh said in his official 
address to the meeting. 

Nuseibeh who is a former 
minister and member of the Up- 
per House of Parliament is 
accompanied by members of both 
houses of parliament to the IPU’s 
79th meeting. 

“Jordan has always supported 
international efforts for finding a 


political .settlement to the Arah- 
lsraeli conflict and continues to 
call for a United Nations spon- 
sored international Middle East 
peace conference, in which all 
cunecmcd panics, including the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). and membersof the 
U.N. Security Council should 
participate, to find a just and 
durable solution for the conflict 
and to end rhe Palestinian peo- 
ple's tragedy. Nuseibeh said. 

He appealed to world parlia- 
ments to devote more efforts to 
end the Gulf war which, he said, 
continues to pose a serious threat 
to world peace and security. 

He called on the world com- 
munity to implement U.N. Secur- 
ity Council Resolution S9S to end 
die conflict in the Gulf. “Iran’s 
rejection of the council’s resolu- 
tion means a rejection of peace, a 


direct defiance of the internation- 
al community's will," Nuseibeh 
added. 

Nuseibeh said that the Arab 
leaders participating in the Am- 
man Arab summit meeting dealt 
with different Middle East issues 
including the Lebanese question. 

He said Israel's withdrawal 
from Lebanese territories would 
contribute to the process of 
national reconciliation in 
Lebanon. 

Earlier the Arab group attend- 
ing the IPU conference held a 
separate meeting to discuss topics 
on the IPU agenda and the Jorda- 
nian parliamentarians held sepa- 
rate meetings with members of 
other delegations and the IPU 
president. 

The IPU conference earlier 
elected Rizk A1 Bataineh from 
Jordan as chairman of the confer- 
ence’s Economic Committee. 



S. KOREAN ENVOY: The Ambassador of Minister Taber A1 Masri. Park succeeds Mr. 

South Korea in Jordan Tae Jin Park, Saturday Dong-Soon Park who had served as his country’s 

hanH^i a copy of his credentials to Foreign ambassador to Jordan since 1985 (Petra photo) 


Deputy Ma ’an governor 
back after talks in Egypt 


‘Israelis closed 15 
Arab-owned pharmacies’ 


MA’AN (Petra) — Acting Ma’an 
Governor Jamal Ai Momani and 
■his accompanying delegation re- 
turned from Egypt Friday after a 
week-long visit, during which: he 
held talks with Egyptian officials 
on cooperation between Ma’an 
govemorate and the govemorate 
of northern Sinai. 

Momani said that a twin city 
agreement was signed during the 


visit between the cities of Aqaba 
and Al Arisb in Egypt. 

The two sides agreed to expand 
cooperation between the two 
govemo rates. 

' It was also agreed to encourage 
the private sector in Jordan to 
import fruits from Egypt, such as 
sweet melons, plums and dates, 
at a time when there is a shortage 
of these fruits in Jordan. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Pharmacists Association 
(JPA) President Taiseer Al Himsi 
told a JPA general assembly 
meeting in Amman that Israeli 
authorities have closed 15 phar- 
macies owned by Arabs in the 
occupied West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip and imprisoned a 
leading JPA member. 

Himsi paid tribute to the cur- 
rent Palestinian people's uprising 
and said that JPA. along with 


other Jordanian associations, was 
continuing to offer contributions 
to the Arab people under Israeli 
mle. 

Himsi was speaking at a closing 
session of the assembly which 
heard a report on the associa- 
tion’s activities in 1987. 

He said there was need for the 
government to amend the ex- 
isting pharmacists law to make it 
more adaptable to modern needs 
and new developments. 


lO nurses to 

train abroad 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Health 
Ministry is dispatching 10 male 
and female nurses abroad to 
obtain courses on nursing educa- 
tion. 

A report in Al Ra’i Arabic 
daily said that the ministry also 
decided to send five of its male 
and female nurses to obtain M. A. 
degrees in nursing and return to 
teach at a new training college for 
nurses to be opened in October. 
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Prince Hassan urges 
ILO to help workers 
in occupied territories 

AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan Saturday urged the Interna- 
tional Labour Organisation (ILO) to carry out 
activities to help Arab workers under Israeli rule in 
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 


Prince Hassan. who was speak- 
ing at a meeting in the Royal 
Court with ILO Director General 
Francis Blanchard, said that the 
conditions of Arab workers in the 
occupied territories were de- 
teriorating. 

The meeting during which 
Prince Hassan also renewed Jor- 
dan- ILO relations was attended 
by Acting Minister of Labour and 
Social Development Khalcd Al 
Haj Hassan and other officials. 

Blanchard met here Saturday 
with Minister of Occupied Terri- 
tories Affairs Marwan Dudin to 
hear a full briefing on the condi- 
tions of Arab population under 
Israeli rule. 

The minister said that econo- 
mic and social conditions in the 
Israeli-held lands are deteriorat- 
ing rapidly due to Israel’s prac- 
tices against the Arab people in 
general and workers in particular. 

“Israel is continuing to impede 
the economic development of the 
occupied territories and linking 
these territories with Israel’s eco- 
nomy," the minister said. 


He said the Israelis were im- 
peding development projects in 
the occupied Arab territories and 
discriminating against Arab 
workers in Israeli factories. 

Dudin briefed the ILO chief on 
a Jordanian-sponsored program- 
me for the development of the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

He said since 1%7 occupation 
the Jordanian government has 
been paying the salaries and 
wages of people employed in 
different departments in the West 
Bank and has been offering allo- 
wances and other forms of assist- 
ance to those working in agri- 
cultural. industrial, educational 
and health fields. 

Jordan last year launched a 
proposed $1 billion five-year 
programme of aid to the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip, aimed 
at pumping in money to help 
Palestinians resist economic 
pressures to leave their lands. 

In February. Dudin said. Jor- 
dan budgeted JD 1U million of its 
own money to the effort but spent 
JD 3 million on West Bank pro- 


jects during the seven months of 
the programme last year in addi- 
tion to roughly JD 4 million for 
social welfare programmes. 

He said that the government 
hoped to spend the leftover (JD 3 
million) and the 198* JD 10 mil- 
lion allocation this year. 

Dudin said larger plans were 
scheduled for 19** including a JD 
1 .25 million feasibility study for a 
Gaza water system, a JD 350.000 
vocational college near Jenin and 
JD 350.000 for an industrial com- 
plex in Ramallah. 

He said that in addition to the 
development funds. Jordan last 
year spent more than JD 9 million 
in salaries and allowances for 
some 2,800 Jordanian civil ser- 
vants who remained in the occu- 
pied territories since 1907 Middle 
East war. 

The minister said that Jordan 
continues to aid workers who 
went on strike when Israel occu- 
pied (he West Bank 20 years ago. 

That, he said, includes JD 
300,000 every' two months for 
lawyers and JD 175.01X1 yearly for 
Jerusalem municipality workers. 

The ILO director general 
Thursday met with Prime Minis- 
ter Zaid Rifai and Acting Minis- 
ter of Labour and Social De- 
velopment Khaled Al Haj Hassan 
to discuss issues pertinent to the 
occupied territories. 



Minister of Agricnlture Marwan Hmond Saturday visits the Zarqa River Basin development project 
(Petra photo) 


Hmoud urges preservation of trees 


AMMAN (Petra) — Agricultural 
Minister Marwan Hmoud met 
Saturday with a number of far- 
mers at the Aalouk district, 
whose lands are included in a 
project for the development of 
the Zarqa River Basin, and dis- 
cussed planting trees in the area. 

The minister said forest trees 
are badly needed to stop soil 
erosion especially in the basin 
region, and the ministry would 
not allow any one, for any 
reason, to cut down trees. 

The ministry is even willing to 


exchange land with forest trees 
owned by farmers for state- 
owned cultivable land which far- 
mers can use. Hmoud said. 

He said fruit trees are grown on 
nearly 30,000 dunums of land, 
and the trees are considered as a 
national wealth because they help 
stop erosion and conserve water. 

Referring to the project which 
is being implemented by the 
ministry in cooperation with 
Arab and foreign funds and orga- 
nisations, the minister said it is 


being executed for the benefit of 
local farmers and to help improve 
the social and economic stan- 
dards of the local community. 

At the start of the tour, the 
minister inaugurated a waterfall 
control unit, the sixth of its kind 
in the region, and overlooking 
the basin. 

The ceremony was attended by 
ministry and local officials and 
farmers. Later the minister 
toured two local farms included 
in the project. 


Kailani: No unemployed vets in Jordan 


IRBID (J.T.) — The veterinary 
profession in Jordan has no 
problems of unemployment be- 
cause vets are needed to offer 
services to the increasing lives- 
tock in the country, according 
to Jordanian Veterinarians 
Association (JVAJ President 
Abdul Fattah Al Kaflani. 

Kailan i who was addressing 
a “Scientific Day*' held in Irbid 


Friday was quoted by the local 
press as saying that more 
graduates are needed to meet 
the Kingdom's needs of veterin- 
ary services. 

He voiced the JVA’s delight 
at a decision by the Jordan 
University of Science and Tech-, 
oology (JUST) to open a veter- 
inary faculty, which he said wifl 


be the only one of its kind hi 
Jordanian universities. 


The participants attended 
three sessions and heard prom- 
inent vets deliver speeches on 
the treatment of livestock, and 
poultry. 


Kailani outlined the associa- 
tion's development and activi- 
ties. 



NEW HEALTH CENTRE: Health Minister 
7jM Hamzefa Saturday opened a health centre in 
the town of Mleih in Deebaa district, in the 
southern region. The minister toured the various 
Bfrinns of the centre, which indudes clinics for 
e mer ge ncy, mother and child care, general medi- 
cine, and a pharmacy. The centre wHI provide 


medical services to 8,000 people in the town and 
its rmighhftnrff ig villages. During a meeting with 
die town’s inhabitants, Hamzeh said the ministry 
has been doing its utmost to expand its me dical 
services, stressing' the importance of primary 
healdi care (Petra photo) 


GUVS to open Ramadan souks 


SJMS to transfer seminar recommendations into work plan 


Sweden establish medical 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) has derided to open 
Ramadan 'Souqs (open-air mar- 
kets during the holy month of 
Ramadan) to .raise charity funds 

■ and at [he same time orient the 

■ public on GUVS activities, Al 
• Ddstour Arabic daily quoted 

Ahmad Abu Faris director of the 
GUVStnarkets project as saying. 


Abu Faris said that in fact the 
Ramadan Souqs complement the 
GUVS’ “one piastre a day pro- 
ject,” engineered three years 
ago, to help needy families and 
their children. 

r 


offers financial help to thousands 
*of students in the secondary 
schools, Abu Faris noted. 

He said that the “one piastre a 
day committee” now plans to 
raise money through the open air 
markets to finance the education 
of 200 more students at Jordanian 

in the coming 


Jordan, 

By Rania Atalla 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

SWEILEH — A week of coop- 
eration between Jordan and 
Sweden in matters relating to 
child health care and the rehabi- 
litation of the handicapped has 
culminated in the formation of a 
Swedish- Jordanian Medical Soci- 
ety (SJMS) to promote further 
exchange of experience and ex- 
pertise between the two coun- 
tries. 

At a press conference Saturday 
marking the end of a workshop- 
seminar on “child health care and 
the rehabilitation of the hand- 
icapped.” Jordanian and Swedish 
experts told journalists that the 
recommendations they came up 
with during the workshop re- 
volved around four issues: the 
formation of the SJMS: social 
legislation for the handicapped; 
behavioral problems among 
handicapped children; and the 
rehabilitation of handicapped 
teenagers and adults. 

During the press conference, 
which was held at the Radda 
Bameo Institute for Child Health 
Care and Development, Doctor 
Yusef Sayegh from the University 
of Jordan told reporters “the 
Swedish- Jordanian Medical Soci- 
ety alms to promote the exchange 
of science, know-how and experi- 
ence in the field of specialised 
medicine and medical research, 
m an effort to raise the level of 
health care in Jordan. 4 ’ 


The technical role of the socie- 
ty will be to transform the recom- 
mendations of the seminar into a 
work plan, Sayegh said. 

The Health Ministry's Dr. Iha- 
san Rafat, head of the Commit- 
tee for Sorial Legislation for the 
Handicapped, said that the com- 
mittee reviewed the draft' law 
relating to the handicapped in 
Jordan, and found that “some 
enforced laws contradict the 
rights of the handicapped, a fac- 
tor which limits their ability to 
make use of available services." 

“The handicapped are not able 
to make use of personal and 
educational services that enable 
them to overcome their hand- 
icap.” the committee deduced, 
according to Rafat. 

There is a shortage of special- 
ised technical and training per- 
sonnel which need to be boosted 
in both quality and quantity, 
Rafat said. 

The committee made the fol- 
lowing recommendations: 

— The need to enact special 
legislation far the handicapped, 
to ensure their constitutional 
rights alongside other citizens. 

— The need to have a higher 
committee to look after issues of 
the handicapped, which should 
be included in the law. 

— The need to offer, whenever 
possible, free services for the 
handicapped, and to have all indi- 
vidual and group equipment and 
material exempted from customs 
duties. 

— The need to make special- 


ised technical personnel available 
and to give special attention to 
trainers for the handicapped. 

— To provide all opportunities 
for the handicapped and to assist 
them in malting use of available 
services and opportunities. 

TJie committee also recom- 
mended “a reconsideration of the 
enforced laws pertaining to the 
handicapped as well as an amend- 
ment of the articles that are in 
contradiction with the rights of 
the handicapped, particularly the 
penal code,” according to Rafat. 

The committee entrusted with 
studying the services for hand- 
icapped teenagers and adults, 
estimated that the number of 
handicapped above the age of 16 
in Jordan is 30.000. 

The committee, according to 
its chairman Yusef Zu’mot, head 
of the special education depart- 
ment at the Ministry of Labour 
and Social Development 
(MLSD), suggested the following 
steps to implement the commit- 
tee’s recommendations: 

— Starting new vocational 
training courses in cooperation 
with schools of social work, the 
Vocational Training Corporation 
as well as government and private 
sector institutions. 

— Initiating seminars and lec- 
tures on the rehabilitation of the 
handicapped by the MLSD. 

— Providing technical equip- 
ment from government and pri- 
vate sources to specialised cen- 
tres, to enable the handicapped 
to be more productive. 


— Taking the necessary steps 
to prepare social legislation for 
approval as early as possible. 

— Making more funds avail- 
able to the Jordanian national aid 
fund and other organisations to 
widen the scope of services 
offered. 

— Making more effective use 
of the labour law and the recom- 
mendations of the seminar to 
facilitate the employment of the 
disabled in government and pri- 
vate sectors. 

— Appointing a committee to 
study the labour market and to 
follow up progress on the em- 
ployment issue. 

A third committee, which 
looked into behavioral problems 
among handicapped children, 
came up with the following re- 
commendations, according to the 
committee’s chairperson 
Mahasen Al Asry. 

— Specialised centres should 
have a psychologist to help solve 
behavioral problems among 
handicapped children. 

— Workshops should be con- 
ducted for staff working in cen- 
tres so that experience and know- 
ledge can be shared. 

— Spreading information con- 
cerning behavioral problems of 
handicapped children through the 
media, is essential, especially for 
parents, teachers and other'spe- 
cia lists who deal with handicap- 
ped children. 

— Teams of specialists (includ- 
ing a psychologist, a sorial work- 


The “one piastre a day pro- 
ject" at present entails covering 
education of 400 needy students universities 
at Jordanian universities and academic year. 



er, a psychiatrist, a paediatrician, 
an educational psychologist and a 
specialist in behavioral prob- 
lems) should deal with behavio- 
ral problems of handicapped chil- 
dren. 

— In cases of common prob- 
lems among handicapped chil- 
dren. information should be 
spread through the media and to 
all sorts of specialists. In cases of 
rare problems, there is a need for 
specialised know-how among ex- 
perts. 

During the press conference, 
Swedish Ambassador to Jordan 
Lars Lonnback announced that 
upon invitation from Sweden. 
MSLD Undersecretary Dr. 
Mohammad Saqour will be mak- 
ing an official visit to Sweden in 
the next few months. 


Representing their respective 
governments, both Lonnback and 
Saqour. expressed their apprecia- 
tion and pleasure at the joint 
cooperation between the two 
countries. 

The press conference was 
attended by Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d Ibn Zaid and a num- 
ber of Jordanian and Swedish 
experts. 


V* iibonu, LUC 3V 

the Swedish Orga 
dividual Relief (S 
da Bamen. 
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A nation fortified 


THE assassination of Khali! W azir (Abu Jihad!, like the killing 
of so many other Palestinian leaders during the past two 
decades, is unlikely to change the course of events in the Middle 
East. Abu Jihad was a microcosm of the entire Palestinian 
national movement: He was a founding member of Fateh, and 
was deeply involved in Palestinian political and military 
activities since the mid-1960s. But since the mid-1970s, he has 
accepted the strategy of the mainstream Pales tinian movements 
to maintain military pressure on Israel while exploring means 
of resolving the Arab-Israeli dispute on the basis of negotiations 
that would satisfy the national demands of both Israelis and 
Palestinians. He represented the realistic, pragmatic and 
honourable Palestinian majority which has sought to find a 
compromise that would resolve the Palestinian-Zionist conflict 
in a manner that was dignified and just. The fact that this 
approach has yet to yield results, and that Abu Jihad has paid 
with his life for his efforts, should wake up all concerned to the 
fact that a cycle of militarism and extremism is inevitable if the 
present conciliatory approach of tbe PLO and all the Arab 
states is not reciprocated by Israel and the United States. 

It matters less who killed Abu Jihad than the fact of his 
death. Our inclination is to see the Israelis behind the killing, 
though others will blame extremist Palestinian or Arab groups 
who objected to Abu Jihad’s policy. Tbe fact is that extremists 
on all sides have reason to fear tbe moderation and pragmatism 
of Abu Jihad and his colleagues in the PLO. Israeli hardliners 
such as Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir are probably most 
concerned about tbe combination of the continuing uprising of 
the Palestinians under occupation and the unified policies of the 
factions within the PLO. It is such a combination of determined 
resistance and a dear national political strategy which Israelis 
fear most, because it emphasises the inevitability of a Palesti- 
nian national entity in Palestine, which in turn must force the 
Israelis to contain their exaggerated sense of territorial 
conquest in the region. What the assassins of Abu Jihad fail to 
understand is that the Palestinian national movement is not one 
of individuals who can be killed and forgotten; it is a national 
struggle of some five million people. Those five million are 
fortified today by tbe memory of Abu Jihad, and they will 
struggle with increased determination to achieve the national 
goals which Aba Jihad championed for so many years. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra’i: A great symbol 


THE military parade and pageantry organised in Amman Friday 
marking the 35th anniversary of King Hussein's assumption of his 
constitutional powers were among the most important festivals 
celebrated by the Jordanian people. These celebrations embody the 
great noble meanings of sacrifice by the Armed Forces and reflect tbe 
vast development of these forces over the years under King Hussein’s 
rule. The parade represented the might of the Armed Forces and 
their determination to protect the principles and achieve the goals of 
the Great Arab Revolt. By displaying their skills, the troops, the 
paratroopers and all those taking pan in the parade showed their 
combat capability and displayed their high skills and determination to 
serve as a shield for the Arab Nation. The parade re-enhanced self 
confidence in every Jordanian in the future aod served as a reminder 
to us about the Armed Forces' great sacrifices in the different wars 
fought against the Israeli enemy since 1948. Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak’s attendance, reflected Egypt's solidarity with 
Jordan, and emphasised the fact that all Arabs have the same future 
and tbe same destiny. The Jordanian family which congratulates the 
King on the anniversary, re-pledges to act under his wise guidance 
and serve as a fortress in the face of aggression, and to continue the 
Struggle for regaining the usurped Arab land. 

Al Dustour: U.S. vetoes keep coming 

AS tbe U.N. Security Council continues a debate over Israel's 
arbitrary actions in the occupied Arab territories, tbe Israeli 
authorities continue to step up a campaign of repression and 
intimidation against the Palestinians with total disregard to the 
council and its resolutions. There is no doubt that Israel’s arrogance 
and disregard of the international community stems from the vast 
support and help it gets from the United States at the international 
forum. Israel continues to violate human rights and all international 
principles in dealing with the Palestinian Arabs, assured of a constant 
and unlimited support from Washington which condones the Jewish 
state's expansionist and terrorist policies in our region. Although the 
U.S. has openly declared its opposition to Israel's deportation of 
Arab citizens, reports from New York say that the U.S. representa- 
tive at the Security Council has resorted to the right of veto to kill a 
resolution calling on Israel to stop such arbitrary measures. Such an 
American behaviour does not serve the cause of peace, but it would 
rather encourage terrorism and Israeli extremism. Backed by this 
American stand. Israel is now expected to place further obstacles in 
the path of a Middle East peace. 

Sawt Al Shaab: U.S. vetoes own initiative 

THE United States vetoed a resolution at the U.N. Security Council 
which would have condemned Israel’s inhuman practices in the 
occupied Arab territories. The veto came as the Arab people in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip were maintaining their resistance of 
Israel's occupation and carrying up a revolt for freedom, it also came 
as world organisations and peace loving nations continued to 
condemn Israel’s actions against the Arab population in occupied 
Palestine, and its violations of human rights in the occupied 
territories. This veto dearly manifests the United. States as a 
superpower that supports the deportation of Arabs from their 
homeland, accused of resisting occupation. It thus seems that Israel’s 
acts of terrorism and violence in the occupied territories are being 
encouraged and backed by the United States against the will of the 
international community and in defiance of United Nations prind- 
ples. We had hoped that the U.S. would join the other countries of 
the world in condemning Israel's actions, as by doing so it could 
regain some credibility for its moves designed to establish peace in 
the Middle East. 


Protect capital goods 


TO REMOVE any misunderstanding I have to confirm at the 
outset of the article my deep conviction that protection of domestic 
production is both inevitable and unavoidable. Local production 
can by no means compete with foreign industries that enjoy the 
economics of scale, and are directly or indirectly subsidised and 
dumped on foreign markets at any price. 

However, the necessity for protection does not mean that it 
should not stop somewhere, or that no revision and reevaluation 
should be conducted from time to time to ensure that the desired 
results are being achieved, and that the protection is not adversely 
affecting the future economic growth or threatening potential 
investments. 

There are of course no complaints as far as the protection of 
consumer goods are concerned. The consumers are required to pay 
the price and they have no choice but to oblige. Protection in this 
case could serve other desired purposes such as curbing or 
suppressing consumption and reducing the purchasing power of the 
public, and consequently reducing the aggregate demand and 


narrowing the deficit gap in the external sector of the economy. 

However, protection in ihe field of capital goods is quite 
different. Consumers do not buy cement, glass, aluminium, steel, 
wood, pipes or paints etc., these items are capital goods; they form 
a major part of the cost of any new investment, especially the 
construction of booses, factories, offices, and other various utilities. 

If the protection of consumer goods is a sort of taxation imposed 
on consumption, the protection of capital goods is a sort of taxation 
imposed on investments. Such taxation is apt to cause a rise in the 
cost of investments, which would result hi affecting the feasibility of 
projects and the expected return on new potential investments, and 
accordingly the inhibition of capital formation. 

Of course there must be advantages for any economic decision 
dictated by the government. However, we have always to ask: Who 
pays the price of these advantages? And, whether or not the 
advantages outweigh the negative, undesired and unmeant con- 
sequences. In certain cases the side-effects are much worse than the 
direct targeted results. 


The late wood processing company would have been saved 
through a doze of high protection, but the government acted 
correctly when it decided to write it off. Hopefully the government 
will not reverse its decision. The current sharp rise in the prices' of 
wooden products is not caused by a rise in the cost of manufacturing 
and processing. It was caused by the rise in tbe prices of raw 

materials. 

We are definitely for the reasonable protection of consumer 
goods, provided the protection is calculated as a percentage of the 
domestic value added and not the value of the end product. 
Obviously, the imported components do not deserve any protec- 
tion. It is also preferable to have a unified rate of customs 
protection for ail goods. This is important in order to render 
protection neutral as far as relative prices are concerned to ensure 
that no distortions are created. 

As far as capital goods are concerned, we call for a moderate and 
more conservative policies. Under no circumstances should we help 
an inefficient industry at the cost of killing investments that conkt 
otherwise be started. 


Uprising transforms West Bank village 




By Paul Taylor 

Reuter 

EIN ARIK, West Bank — Resi- 
dents of this lush farming village 
in the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
say they are living the most excit- 
ing days of their lives. 

“Since the intifada (uprising! 
began, we are living the best 
moments of closeness and unity 
in the village,” said Wadia, a 
spinster who farms olive and fruit 
groves above the valley where the 
sleepy village of 800 souls nestles, 
five kilometres west of RamaHah. 

The Palestinian revolt that has 
swept the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip since last December 9 came 
late to Ein Arik, but it has galva- 
nised life, forging new bonds be- 
tween old and young, rich and 
poor, Christians and Muslims. 

“Everybody is involved, every- 
body,” Wadia said. 

Ein Arik is not one of the 
militant hotbeds of the intifada. 
But it is typical of many previous- 
ly quite villages, proud of its 
modest contribution to the up- 
rising. 

“From the start, we obeved 

* 

every strike call. Some villagers 
who worked in Israel quit their 
jobs.” said Musa, a teacher. 
“Things really began in February, 
when Jewish settlers attacked the 
village.” 

He said six carloads of gun- 
toting Israeli militants from the 
nearby settlement of Dolev went 
on the rampage in the village at 
night, smashing house and car 
windows and shooting in the air. 

Asked what sparked the raid, 
he acknowledged Arab youths 
had stoned cars with yellow 
Israeli licence plates in previous 
days. 

“The sheba b (youths) were 


waiting. When the settlers came, 
they rang tbe church bells and 
called people out from the mos- 
que loudspeakers,” recalled 
Shukri, a lawyer. 

Hundreds of villagers came out 
and stoned the settlers, wrecking 
their cars and driving them out of 
the village. 

“On the night we kicked out 
the settlers, we declared the vil- 
lage a 'liberated area'. The whole 
village stayed ail night in the 
street. Morale was so high that an 
80-year-old woman sang and 
danced in the road,” Shukri said. 

Villagers blocked roads with 
giant stone barricades, raised out- 
lawed Palestinian flags over the 
mosque and the Greek Orthodox 
and Catholic churches, and took 
turns to keep watch for the army 
or settlers. 

A popular committee of local 
nationalist activists, shrouded in 
secrecy to protect them from 
arrest, was formed to implement 
the directives of the clandestine 
Unified National Leadership of 
the Uprising. 

Elation was tinged with 
apprehension. Dozens of young 
people went into hiding in the 
bilb around Ein Arik, where 
caves and rugged tenain offer 
good camouflage. 

When a large army force, some 
landed by helicopter, raided the 
village at dawn on March -2. they 
found only three of a list of 
dozens of suspected protesters. 

This time there was no vio- 
lence. Shukri said: “The village 
knows its limi ts. We cannot over- 
come the army like we overcame 
the settlers.” 

Young men sometimes sneak 
back home during the day but 
sleep out at night to avoid the 


midnight call of soldiers and 
agents of Israel's feared Shin Bet 
security service. 

Outwitting Israelis 

i _ 

The youths can be summoned 
to the village by church bells. But 
when the army tried that method 
to lure them back and arrest them 
on March 30, it did not work. 

“It was the wrong peal of belb. 
The shebab recognised it was a 
trick. Nobody came.” chuckled 
Yousef, a farmer- 

The dash with the settlers was 
only the start of the upheaval at 
Ein Arik. 

In early March, three sus- 
pected collaborators, Palestinians 
accused of working as informers 
for the Shin Bet, turned over 
their Israeli-issued weapons and 
“repented”. Village elders re- 
turned the guns to military head- 
quarters in Ramallah. 

The lynching of a collaborator 
in the West Bank village of Kha- 
batiyeh on February 25 was a 
chilling warning to .Arabs accused 
of working with tbe Israelis. 

"One former collaborator even 
participated in the demonstration 
on Land Day (March 30),” Musa 
said. 

Ein Alik's two mukhtars. 
Israeli-appointed village bead- 
men, also resigned, handing their 
official seab back to- the Israeli 
occupation authorities. ' " ~ 

One mokfitar repdrtetify re- 
fused to escort a Shin Bet officer 
to arrest a suspected protester. 

According to village lore, he 
told the secret policeman: "I 
would rather be shot by the army 
and have my people walk in my 
funeral than live like a king and 
die shunned by my own kin.” 

Villagers say the mukh tar's 


role was largely to assist the 
Israeli authorities with popula- 
tion data, and information on 
unlicensed construction, property 
and people's whereabouts. 

“Since 1967 (when Israel occu- 
pied the West Bank), mukhtars 
did not serve the village but 
served the occupation,” Shukri 
said. 

The popular committee has 
taken over leadership of the vil- 
lage, although villagers are ex- 
tremely reticent about its com- 
position and influence. 

“In big cities, there are leaders 
who are known and who dare to 
speak, nor in small villages,” 
Yousef said. 

“But when the popular com- 
mittee grabs the microphone of 
the mosque or the church bells 
and tells people there's a general 
strike today, everyone knows to 
obey.” he added. 

No resident of Ein Arik has 
died during the uprising but one 
was shot and wounded this month 
in an event underlining the suspi- 
cion and hostility on both sides. 

Villagers say troops mistook an 
ordinary funeral for a demonstra- 
tion and fired tear gas into the 
bilbide cemetery. Mourners were 
incensed and stoned the soldiers 
after tbe burial, drawing gunfire 
in which an Arab teenager was 
shot in the leg. 

Six residents of Ein Arik have 
been arrested. Two were released 
after 18 days without charges. 

But villagers brush aside ques- 
tions about the risk to their chil- 
dren's lives and liberty. 

“No parent will tell a child not 
to demonstrate. They don't lis- 
ten. What parents tell their chil- 
dren b: ‘Be careful, God bless 
vou\" Wadia said. 


The Israeli dilemma 

A HEATED debate is taking place now in the United States over 
tire way American news media are handling the Palestinian 
uprising in tbe occupied Arab territories. Un&e previous debates 
on tbe issue of American media and tbe Middle East, this new wave 
of dzscusooos is organised 1 exclusivefy by Israeli government 
of firiaf* and pro-Israeli American Jewish or g a nisat ions. 

To a large extent, tbe basic configuration of this controversy 
reflects a growing uneasiness in tbe traditionally harmonious 
relations between Israel and American media. One senior Israeli 
government official has charged that tbe American news media are 
spreading **an impression in tbe United States ... dot one side is a 
Goliath, which is Israel , and the David is tbe Palestinians ... and I 
think it is an absolute misrepresentation of what happened here. 99 

For some members of tbe American Jewish community , news 
about Israeli shootings, beatings and arrests of unarmed Palesti- 
nians was harmful not only to tbe IsraeM image, bat to perceptions 
of Jews in general In tbe United States. A Time magazine poB last 
month revealed that non-Jews and Jews were very closely agreed 
that repressive Israeli practices against Palestinians in the occupied 
territories were Beefy to increase anti-Semitism in tbe United 
States. A Voice of America 30 minute report aired last mouth rise 
echoed similar Jewish concerns about a lash-back that could 
potentially undermine a 40-year image of Jews and Israel as 
underdogs in national, regional and international conflicts. 

On tbeti part, tbe news media have remained largely on the 
defensive expressing &dr views salefy on a reactive basis. In doing 
so, they were counting on a professional sense of objectivity and a 
moral sense of exposing evti whenever it is. Two months ago, when 


president of NBC Sews, declared that “we did not cause tbe riots. 
When people see soldiers with guns against kids with stoaes, that 
has to have some effect 99 In other wands, it is tbe nature of tire act 
bring conveyed rathe r than tire chann el it is conveyed through that 


Totally obhvioas to tbe atrocious nature of acts perpetrated by 
its soldiers in tbe occupied Arab territories, tbe Israeli government 
has become addicted to fee business of scapegoating, blaming ihe 
uprising oae time an fee media and another on outside efements. lt 
has gone one step /farther by closing down tbe Pal estinian Press 
Service m occupied Jerusalem- and by banning- newsmen^ entry 
into tbe territories. By doing so, Israel hopes to “dampen” fee 
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Proving the Palestinians’ point 


‘Australia for Mideast peace 


By Glenn Frankel 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
With eight terse sentences in a 
press release, the Israeli army 
early this month took a major 
step toward restoring the border 
between Israel proper and the 
occupied territories that this 
country had been slowly but 
steadily erasing for the past 21 
years. 

The sweeping three-day restric- 
tions on travel and press coverage 
announced in the statement were 
the toughest imposed yet by au- 
thorities groping for some formu- 
la to smother a nearly 4-month- 
old Palestinian uprising. They 
sealed off the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank, confining Arab resi- 
dents to their homes or villages, 
preventing outsiders from enter- 
ing and arresting hundreds. 

Invisible lines suddenly reap- 
peared. Roads, on which traffic 
once moved freely in and out of 
Israel across the “Green Line” 
into the West Bank, were block- 
ed off by soldiers checking identi- 
ty cards and licence plates and 
turning back Israelis as well as 
journalists. Motorists whose 
Israeli-made maps have not 
shown the border for the past 
decade wandered in confusion, 

not knowing if or when they were 
crossing the line and breaking the 
law. 

For many Israelis and Arabs, 
the measures were a harbinger of 
things to come: More repression, 
but also increased separation be- 
tween Arabs and Jews more 
barbed wire — both physical and 
mental — and a retreat from 
Israel’s long attempt to find an 
effective means of ruling the dis- 
affected and rebellious -1.6 mil- 
lion Arabs of the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Symbolic 

“It was a very symbolic action 
by a defence establishment that 
really was expecting the worst 
this week,” said defence com- 
mentator Hirsh Goodman. 
“What they ended up doing was 
making a ae facto admission for 
tbe first tune in 20 years that you 
can't live with tbe territories.” 


While civil libertarians and 
liberals generally condemned the 
crackdown and hawks supported 
it, there were also less predictable 
reactions that suggested many 
here understood the deeper sig- 
nificance of the restrictions. 
Several Palestinian activists 
actually welcomed the measures 
as a farther step toward the re- 
separation of Israel and the terri- 
tories. 


uprising, in which at least 118 
Palestinians have been shot dead. 
They would expel dozens, 
perhaps hundreds, of alleged 
activists and their families; slam 
shut the doors of every Arab 
building society, trade union, 
professional group or student 
organisation advocating a Palesti- 
nian state; and bulldoze tens, 
perhaps hundreds, of houses in 
retaliation against stone and 


“Who are the ones who make international phone 
calls and need gasoline for their private cars? 
These are the wealthier people, and the pain they are 
now feeling brings them closer to the common 
Palestinian. It’s actually a beautiful thing the Israelis 
are doing.’ 9 


• For the same reason, many 
leaders of the Jewish settler com- 
munity in the West Bank opposed 
the restrictions and some even 
defied the ban by smuggling jour- 
nalists into the area, risking five 
years in prison. Settlers them- 
selves were exempt from the 
travel ban. 

“It looks to me like this was a 
very big flexing of muscles in 
order to separate Judea and 
Samaria from the rest of Israel 
and to isolate us from our fellow 
Israelis,” said Eliakym Haetzni, 
one of the main philosophers of 
the settler movement, using the 
biblical term for the West Bank. 
“It's a make-believe performance 
of mighty efforts so that later on 
they can say they couldn't suc- 
ceed and we'll amply have to get 
rid of the land.” 

The politician whom Haetzni 
most admires, former Defence 
Minister Ariel Sharon, also criti- 
cised the restrictions, saying they 
were unnecessary and potentially 
dangerous. Sharon attempted to 
force a vote in Israel’s policy- 
making inner cabinet on his own 
proposals for restoring order in 
the territories but was blocked by 
the leader of bis own hawkish 
political party. Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir. 

Sharon and Haetzni offer a 
simple solution to suppressing the 


gasoline-bomb throwers. Such 
measures, Sharon claims, would 
end the violence within a few 
days or weeks. 

Israel's defence establishment 
appears to be moving — albeit 
slowly — in Sharon's direction. 
More than 5,600 alleged activists 
are in jail, about 500 of them in 
administrative detention in which 
they can be held indefinitely with- 
out charge or trial. The Shebibah 
youth movement has been ban- 
ned, and the Palestine Press Ser- 
vice, an information conduit to 
journalists, dosed for six months. 
Houses have been bulldozed, and 
numerous economic sanctions im- 
posed. 

But tbe army appears unwilling 
to take tougher steps because, 
unlike Sharon, its stated goal is 
not to guarantee Israel’s perma- 
nent hegemony over the occupied 
areas but rather to put down the 
present uprising and buy time for 
Israel's civilian leaders to debate 
the political future of the area. 
Ultimately, Israel’s generals, 
along with Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, do not accept that 
the Green Line has been per- 
manently erased. And they see 
the settlers as a potentially explo- 
sive security problem, not as an 
asset. 

Goodman, tbe defence analyst, 
said the military leaders are also 


beginning to realise that the 
tough sanctions of recent weeks 
— forcing merchants to dose 
their shops each morning, cutting 
off phone lines, restricting gaso- 
line supplies and travel — are 
alienating middle-dass Palesti- 
nians who are Israel’s potential 
negotiating partners. 

Palestinian activist Mubarak 
Awad agreed, saying such mea- 
sures are enhancing Arab unity. 
“Who are the ones who make 
international phone calls and 
need gasoline for tbeir private 
cars?” he asked. “These are the 
wealthier people and the pain they 
are now feeling brings them doser 
to the common Palestinian. It's 
actually a beautiful thing the 
Israelis are doing.” 

■ 

But the army has tittle choice, 
given Israel’s political stalemate 
and the lack of consensus for 
negotiation. So it continues with 
incremental measures — impris- 
oning hundreds, beating and 
shooting rioters, restricting where 
reporters can go — and rede- 
, lineating the old boundaries in an 
attempt to isolate the uprising. 

That measure was taken be- 
cause security officials said they 
feared that activists were plan- 
ning a major outburst of violence 
to mark Land Day, a traditional 
Palestinian day. Officials said 
they were worried that the vio- 
lence would spill over the line and 
create new links between the 
Palestinians of the territories and 
Israel's 750,000 Arab citizens. . 

It did not happen quite that, 
way. The territories were indeed 
swept by a new wave of violence 
in whi h four Palestinians were 
killed and 60 wounded. But just a 
few miles away in Israel proper, 
within sight of West Bank vil- 
lages, Israeli Arabs held a series 
of peaceful rallies demanding 
equal rights for themselves and 
an independent homeland next;' 
door for their Palestinian 
brethren. 

The contrast was another in- 
dication that the Green Line, is, 
after a long period of invisibility, 
increasingly real again — ? The 
Washington Post. 


The following arc excerpts of a 
statement made by Mr. Bill 
Hayden, the Australian minister 
for foreign relations and trade to 
parliament on March 17. 

THE MIDDLE EAST is an area 
of primary trading importance to 
Australia, with two-way trade of 
almost $3 billion last financial 
year. 

During my visit (in 1987), I 
signed bilateral trade agreements 
with Jordan, Egypt and Israel. 

These agreements will facilitate 
closer economic and trading rela- 
tionships, an important aspect 
being the establishment of joint 
committees in which business will 
have a dynamic role. 

In my trade discussions in the 
Middle East, I emphasised Au- 
stralia's wish to strengthen and 
broaden our commercial rela- 
tionship with the region beyond 
the present emphasis on com- 
modity trade. 

I was able to highlight the 
suitability of Australian technolo- 
gical expertise in a number of 
manufacturing and services areas 
of relevance to the region’s de- 
velopment needs. 

In addition, I was able to talk 
directly with customers in the 
$309.7 million a year market for 
Australian wheat in Egypt and in 
the $58.4 million Ym Arab 
Republic market, for example 
where our market share is under 
threat. 

Moreover, at the meeting of 
heads of Australian missions in 
the Middle East — attended for 
the first time by senior officers of 
Austrade working in the region 
— we discussed integrated 
strategies to pursue Australian 
economic and political interests 
in the region. 

Australia's influence on region, 
al political events is naturally 
limited but we do have obliga- 
tions and interests in these 
events. 

One such development is tbe 
war between Iran .and Iraq. 

The continuation of this war 
threatens our important trading 
links with, both countries. ^ 

' It also imposes limits on our 
capacity to expand these l»nfc-«< j t 
has to tie said that, the Iran-lraq 
conflict is being complicated by = 


the involvement of several na- 
tions in the supply of arms tp'botfa 
combatants. 

This is an obviously important 
factor militating against solution. 

It certainly emphasises the 
urgency and necessity of controls 
on conventional as well as nud ear 
weapons. 

The conflict between Israelis 
and Arabs is especially significant 
to Australia. 

Nearly half a million Austra- 
lians of Jewish and Arab origin- 
have a direct and often personal 
interest in this tragic and complex 
issue. 

The issue was therefore tbe 
most significant in the subjects of 
my discussion with leaders .in 
Syria, Jordan, Egypt and Israel 

and with Palestinian representa- 
tives. - 

In these discussions, I made 
c kar our realisation that we were 
marginal participants in events 
and that we were therefore .not in 
the business of pressing prescrip- 
tions on those who Were' central* 
to the issue. 

I made- clear akn Australia's 
strong view that the Shultz initia- 
te® &nd those nf King Hmsein . 
and President Mubarak should be ■' 
“ken up as rare opportinrities to 
begin the process, of settlement. 

I was able to convey directly to , 
Shultz my impressions of the atti- 
tudes of leaders centrally in- 
volved and,- in the light of these 
attitudes, to offer what I know 
our American, friends appreciated, 
as constructive suggestions. ' 

While I was in Israel, l express- 
od to Prime Minister Shamir and 
Foreign Minister Peres (through 

3 ^ ron *‘ Qur prime minister 
and in my ^ words) the deep 
^ nce rn felt in' AustrSia-— as-a " 
friend of Israel — .about the: 
continuing violence in tbe occih- 

P*™ territories. 

r } t able to see for myself ' 
™ legacy of hatred bring 

ajted hy the con tinuing - faabik - 

ty of afl involved to agspb.TQ- 

Fates Efrri an issue ' 
™«gh negotiation based 
“f»ptance of the'rmb^ 6Usra &. ; 
^^bin secure m&rixter 
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Lebanon enters 13th year 
of violence and bloodshed 

By Diana Abdallah 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — When civil war broke out in 1975, most Lebanese 
thought it would end in weeks. 

Thirteen years and 176,000 deaths later, they tend to doubt if an 
end to the violence is near. 

On April 13, 1975, a busload of Palestinians was ambushed in a 
suburb of Beirut. 

About 30 Palestinians were killed in the attack, generally seen as 
the spark which ignited a bitter conflict between rival militias. 

Since then the violence has cost an estimated 176,000 lives, 
maimed thousands, uprooted whole communities and cost billions 
of dollars in damage. 

"The decor might have changed and maybe some of the actors, 
but the violence and the hatred go on. There is nothing on the 
horizon but more clouds," said a Muslim politician. 

The Lebanese remain sceptical of a solution as die strife enters 
its 14th year. Scores of ceasefires and attempts by both local and 
foreign powers have not ended the fighting. 

Israeli troops occupy part of the south of Lebanon, Syria, the 
main foreign power-broker, has 25,000 troops deployed in the 
eastern Bekaa, the north and west Beirut. 

The rest of the country is split into “cantons” controlled by 
sectarian militias. State authority has seldom been weaker. 

All eyes are now on presidential polls before Sept. 23. when 
President Amin Gemayel ends his six-year-term. 

“If reconciliation is not achieved by the time the election is over, 
every Lebanese must face up to the met that bis country will not see 
salvation in the near future,” said one Beiruti. 

Joint mediation by the United States and Syria aimed at giving 
Muslims a bigger say in government now seems the only hope for 
reconciliation. But 1'Orient de Jour newspaper has described 
efforts so far as a “futile exercise." 

Attempts to find a political solution have been deadlocked since 
1986, when Gemayel refused to endorse a Syrian -sponsored peace 
plan. This aimed to end the war by giving M uslims more say in the 
political system, which favours the minority Christians. 

Syria has since boycotted Gemayel and is now trying to ensure 
the election of a president who will not challenge its role in the 
war-tom country. 

The Muslims have grown in number and power since Lebanon's 
unwritten covenant of 1943 which reserved the presidency for a 
Christian and stipulated that rite prime minister should be a 

Muslim. 

They want more influence in government, reorganisation of the 
army, a ban on its involvement in internal dashes and a firm policy 
agains t Israel. 

Air of gloom 

Political sources said there was scant evidence of a break in the 
political impasse. An air of gloom bovers amid fears of fresh 
violence. 

Clashes across the green line dividing the capital into mainly 
Christian east and predominantly Muslim west have been more 
verbal than violent this year. Artillery duels which had become a 
feature of the war have been few. 

But the h allm arks of strife have not been erased: numerous 
checkpoints across the country, sand barricades splitting cities and 
districts and a long-lasting economic crisis. 

Since 1975, allianr« have shifted, militia groups have come and 
gone, governments have changed, myriad peace plans have been 
proposed and the country has been occupied by various foreign 
powers. But no one has been able to end the killin g. 

“After 13 years of war we feel like a football being kicked around 
by the various teams in a never-ending game,” said a banker. 

"They have all failed to score and only succeeded in battering the 
baD.”‘ ’ 
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HOMES THAT WERE: Beita villagers search 

through their belongings among the rums of one of 
tbe 14 homes blown up by the kraefi army last week 
after the death of an Israeli girl in clashes between 
villagers and Jewish settlers in the occupied West 
Bank village. A subsequent investigation has found 


that the gM was IdBed by a bullet from a gun fired 
by an Israeli settler. The demolition of the Palesti- 
nian homes was part of the Israeli army’s “collec- 
tive punishment” against the village for tbe death of 
the eui. 


Jackson apologises to Jews, says 
Jerusalem should be international city 
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NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Democratic presidential candi- 
date Jesse Jackson apologised 
Friday night for caning Jews 
“hymies” but refused to break 
openly with a black extremist 
who once called Hitler “a great 
man.” 

In a television interview his 
campaign stud was designed to 
mend fences with Jews, Jackson 
also said Jerusalem should be- 
come an international city, jointly 
ruled by Palestinians and Israelis. 
The s tand has angered Jews, who 
make up a quarter of voters in 
next Tuesday's New York 
primary. 

He spoke as a new poll said he 
was gaining on front-runner 
Michael Dukakis and a top 
campagjn aide for the Mas- 
sachusetts governor said tbe race 
was much closer than die polls 
showed. 

In the interview,' Jackson re- 


fused to break openly with black 
Muslim leader Louis Farrakhan, 
who has called Judaism “a gutter 
religion” in addition to- saying 
Hitler was a great man. 

Jackson, a black civil rights 
leader, said Farrakhan had no 
involvement in his campaign and 
he had no public dealings with 
him. But when pressed about why 
he had not broken openly with . 
Farrakhan, Jackson said: “It's 
Dot necessary.” 

Jackson also said be envisioned 
Jerusalem as “an international 
city, a city that w31 attract people 
from the three great religions.” 
He said be favoured rule being 
shared by both Israelis and 
Palestinians. “It could very well 
be shared rule,” he said. “It is an 
international city.” 

In the interview, Jackson again 
apologised for calling Jews 
"hymies ,’Va reniark #iat- created 
a furore when he made it in 1984 
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King reaffirms national stand 6 killed in truck mishap 


(Continued from page 1) 
this occasion. 

“I feel honoured to have- 
served this Arab country and this 
nation all through these years, a 
country destined to encounter 
and confront challenges, and take 
pride in bearing the standards of 
the Great Arab Revolt whose 
leaders spared no effort and sacri- 
fice in their defence of this Arab 
Nation and protecting its in- 
terests. 

“This country, which inherited tbe 
Great Arab Revolt's mission, is des- 
tined to confront tbe forces of evil 
and injustice which are active these 
days, aiming to destroy our nation in 
the eastern flank of the Arab World. 

“These evil forces, together with 
Israel, are hoping to form a pincer 
movement with Israel holding tbe 
first handle in Palestinian (and occu- 
pied since 1967 and trying desperately 
to abort die Palestinian people’s up- 
rising. 

“Israel is trying to stifle the spirit of 
Arab resistance in the Holy City of 
Jerusalem and tbe Holy A1 Aqsa 
Mosque where the late King Abdul- 
lah Ibn A1 Hussein fell as martyr, and 
in tbe birthplace of Jesus Oinst and 
in Gaza, the refugee camps, tbe West 
Bank arid the occupied Syrian Golan 
Heights. 

“The other hand of tbe pincer 
movement is being held in harmony 
with Israel and its ambitious goals by 
the Iranian rulers who are trying to 
revive the Persian empire. In the 
name of religion they are trying to 
destroy the Arab Order and to im- 
pose their domination over tbe Gulf 
region and its territory and its oil, and 
tbe holy places in Mecca and Medina. 

“As we go along with our en- 
deavour to achieve consensus and 
agreement within the Arab Nation 
and as we pursue our efforts to 
remove all elements of differences 
among Arab countries and unite tbe 
nation I feel proud that our Armed 
Forces have realised so many great 
achievements; I feel proud to have 
tbe elite of the Arab youth serving 
within the ranks of the Armed Forces 
acquiring a high level of training and 
skills, backed by a People’s Army, 
the tivfl defence and the security 


forces and equipped with tbe most 
up-to-date wetqxms, forming a shield 
defending tbe nation in the face of 
ambitious agressors. 

“This nation has showed to the 
world at large that h is unamimous on 
in its demand for an international 
conference to achieve peace in the 
Middle East, a peace that can be 
honourable and acceptable to tbe 
coming generations, a peace that 
would lead to an end to tbe Israeli 
occupation of Palestinian land occu- 
pied since 1967. Tins conference is 
needed to resolve tbe Palestine prob- 
lem in all its aspects to enable the 
Palestinian people to determine their 
own future on thier own soil in 
implementation of U.N. Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338. 
Since we are supported by the world 
we will abide by our stand which is 
known to all and which we will never 
change. 

“We in Jordan will never negotiate 
on behalf of the Palestinian people or 
their representative, the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 

“But we wOi take part in tbe 
projected international conference as 
an independent sovereign stale. We 
do not mind taking pan in the confer- 
ence within a joint delegation com- 
prising Jordanians and Palestinians if 
the Arab countries and the Palesti- 
nians accept tins arrangement. 

“We will continue to provide all 
possible help to the Palestinian peo- 
ple hoping they will realise and be 
assured that we have no objective or 
purpose or ambition except to assist 
them to attain their national goals and 
regain their legitimate rights in their 
own land. 

“We never bad any hope or pur- 
pose or objective to attain through 
the Palestinians or their land; this has 
been our stand since the leader of the 
Great Arab Revolt, Hussein Ibn Ali, 
announced his movement and since 
tbe Arab forces moved for rescuing 
A1 Aqsa Mosque, the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre and tbe West Bank in 
1948 under the leadership of his son, 
the late King Abdullah and until 
today. 

“I bold with pride tbe great honour 
extended to me oq tbs occasion by 
the Aimed Forces and all who took 
part in tbe parade and the Jordanian 
family at large,” 


(Continued from page 1) 

from the uprising and the stead- 
fastness of our people in tbe 
occupied territories and was ex- 
ecuted in the service of hostile 
parties who recruited those 
traitor agents to carry out such a 
heinous crime against this nation 
and its citizens.” 

The driver of the water tanker 
and his companion, both from the 
Civil Defence Department, were 
killed instantly as they crashed 
into the building after the tanker 
hit and killed four people and 
injured eight others. 

Eyewitnesses told tbe Jordan 
Times they saw tbe water tanker 
speeding down tbe narrow road 
from the First Circle towards 
downtown. They said the driver 
was waving to people in tbe street 
to get out of the way before he 
was seen crashing into the build- 
ing and overturning. 

The driver was identified as 
Suleiman Tawalbeh and his assis- 
tant as Mazen Ahmad Falab. 
Three of the bystanders killed 


were identified as Musa Battah, 
Salem Fawzi Bata — an engineer 
— and Mohammad Ahmad Kha- 
laf. The sixth victim could not be 
immediately identified. 

One eyewitness said tbe tanker 
driver “sacrificed his own life in 
order to save the lives of as many 
people as possible.” 

Municipal officials told the Jor- 
dan Times they were worried that 
the fire would spread and burn 
important documents at the 
municipality. 

Two busloads of anti-riot 
police were called to die scene to 
keep people away as rescue work- 
ers tried to get the smashed 
bodies trapped underneath the 
tanker. . 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasan visited the scene of 
the crash and later the sight of the 
car explosion in the parking lot of 
the municipal building. 

Prime Minister Zaid Rifai later 
arrived at the scene and met at 
the municipality's offices with the 
Crown Prince and other Cabinet 
members and officials. 


and still continues to haunt him 
now. 

“Any statement I may -have 
made to offend or hurt anybody. 
I’m sorry. Because that's not 
good. And that's not my highest, 
truest and best self.” 

On Thursday, an ABC news 
poll gave Dukakis 49 per cent to 
34 per cent for Jackson and eight 
per cent for longshot Albert 
Gore, a Tennessee Senator, while 
a CBS poll gave Dukakis 45 per 
cent, Jackson 28 per cent and 
Gore eight per cent. 

But Friday, a one-day ABC 
tracking poll showed Dukakis 
dropping to 44 per cent, with 37 
per cent for Jackson and 10 per 
cent for Gore. 

The Jewish Press, New York 
Gty’s largest circulation Jewish 
weekly, endorsed Gore Friday, 
calling on all Jews to vote in 
- Tuesday’s .New York primary as 
“die only way to stop Jackson.” 

"Kiss of death’ 

» 

At tbe United Nations, Arab 
League spokesman said Friday he 
would rather not comment on the 
U.S. presidential race because it 
could be a “kiss of death” for a 
candidate. 

“If an Arab at this moment 
gives any political judgment, that 
might end up as a ltiss of death for 
whoever the presidential candi- 
date is,” Ambassador Clovis 
Maksoud, the Arab League’s 
U.N. observer, told a news con- 
ference. 

But alluding to candidates' 
views pn Israel and the Middle 
East, he said: 

“From the political literature 
that has emerged in the last few 
weeks, one would feel that this is 
a debate in tbe Knesset (Israeli 
parliament) rather rhan presiden- 
tial candidates. 

“And perhaps not only the 
Knesset, but sometimes one 
would fear, like Senator Gore 
and others, that it was a debate 
within the Likud Party.” 

He was referring to the party of 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, who met Gore during a 
recent visit to the United States. 


Mahdi resigns, to name 
new government tomorrow 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese Prime Minister 

Sadeq AI Mahdi said Saturday he had submitted his BHjr 

resignation to the Supreme Council, a five-man joint ||p iBB 


He told parliament that he 
hoped to form a new national- 
unity government by Monday. 

Mahdi came to office in May 
1986 after Sudan's first democra- 
tic elections in nearly two de- 
cades. 

Mahdi did not say when he 
submitted his resignation but loc- 
al press reports said the Supreme 
Council received it Wednesday. 
The prime minister's office had 
denied the reports Thursday. 

Mahdi, whose speech to parlia- 
ment lasted less than 10 minutes, 
said he bad also asked the council 
to relieve his cabinet from duty. 

It was not immediately clear 
whether the largely-ceremonial 
council had accepted his resigna- 
tion. Mahdi said' it was consider- 
ing acting in a way that would 
prevent a constitutional vacuum 
but did not elaborate. 

Four days earlier, parliament 
voted overwhelmingly in favour 
of Mahdi's blueprint for a nation- 
al unity government to tackle the 
country's problems. 

The vote cleared the way for 
Mahdi’s Utnma Party and the 
Democratic Unionist Party, main 
partners in a shaky coalition since 
May 1986, to join forces with the 

Iran said 
unable to 
launch new 
offensive 

WASHINGTON — Iran has lost 
so much of its military’ punch, 
including troops that it is unlikely 
to be able to launch a long- 
expected major offensive 
against Iraq in tbe foreseeable 
future, according to Marine 
Lieutenant-General George B. 
Crist, tbe U.S. military comman- 
der for the region. 

“We have not seen an offensive 
primarily because I do not think 
they . have. the. wherewithal this 
year to do that and there are also 
some problems with callup” of 
young men to serve in the Iranian 
aimed forces, Crist told the Sen- 
ate Armed Services recently in 
little-noticed testimony. 

Crist, who receives the latest 
intelligence reports on the milit- 
ary capabilities of Iran and Iraq, 
said Iran was significantly 
weakened by Iraqi air attacks on 
its “economic infrastructure.” 
The attacks sharply reduced 
Iran’s daily oil output and left it 
with less ash just as effective...” 

The Iraqi air force gave Iran a 
breather last year when it sus- 
pended attacks against refineries 
and petroleum distribution points 
and sent its planes to support 
Iraqi troops during the Basra 
offensive, “This gave Iran 1987 to 
repair and rebuild their eco- 
nomy," Crist said. 

But he said the rebuilding has 
been weakened because Iran 
appears to be having trouble re- 
cruiting men to replace thousands 
lulled or wounded in the 7Vi-year 
war. “Surprising to me and many 
of us,” Crist said, “is the fact that 
the Iraqis right now have more 
men under arms than do the 
Iranians, despite a larger demog- 
raphic pool" — The Washington 
Post. 


militant National Islamic Front 
and southern Sudanese parties. 

Mahdi told parliament that 
consultations between political 
parties had ended successfully. 

He wants to form a national 
unity government to tackle the 
country’s economic plight, 
worsened by a huge foreign debt, 
and to end a civil war raging in 
the south since 1983. 

Rebels from the mainly animist 
and Christian south are fighting 
to overthrow what they say is the 
rule of a minority’ Muslim clique 



Sadeq AI Mahdi 
in the north. 


More mines found in Gulf; 
U.S. weighs anti-Iran action 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — U.S. 
navy divers detonated five mines 
in toe central Gulf Friday and 
Saturday and U.S. minesweepers 
and helicopters searched for 
more as an American warship 
damaged by a mine limped to- 
wards port. 

In Bahrain, shipping executives 
said that a navigational hazard 
area has been declared within a 
16-kilometre area around the site 
of Thursday’s explosion. 

Western diplomats and toe ex- 
ecutives are convinced that Iran 
recently laid the mines. 

“The shipping channel is fre- 
quented by tbe U.S. navy and the 
implication is that the Iranians 
have laid toe mines for the Amer- 
icans," one of the executives told 
the AP. 

U.S. assesses options 

In Washington, President 
Reagan met with top advisers 
Friday to discuss whether to re- 
taliate against Iran, the Washing- 
ton Post reported Saturday. 

Reagan decided to assess milit- 
ary options rather than act on any 
of them, toe newspaper said. 

Reagan weighed options rang- 
ing from a show of force by 


sending toe battleship USS New 
Jersey to the region, to launching 
a retaliatory strike against a long 
list of possible targets, the Post 
said. 

Reagan, the newspaper said, 
met with Vice-President George 
Bosh, Secretary of State George 
Shultz, Defence Secretary Frank 
Carlucci and Admirai Wiiliam 
Crowe, chairman of the Join! 
Chiefs of Staff, to weigh possible 
responses to toe attack. 

U.S. officials, according to the 
paper, said one reason a military 
strike was not ordered was the 
lack of hard evidence that Iran 
laid the mines. 

However. U.S. navy mines- 
weepers searching the Gulf Fri- 
day near the explosion that dam- 
aged the 3,700-tonne Samuel S. 
Roberts found mines a? tbe scene 
of the incident and de:ercii:;t.-i 
they had been made ;r -.rar. in 
1987, the Post said. 

Asked Friday if Washington 
had determined who planted me 
mine and others spotted by the 
ship just before the explosion . 
White House spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater said: “No, we have 
not.” 


U.S. sets plans to sell. 
Egypt tanks worth $2 b 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The Reagan administration has 
formally notified- Congress that it 
would go ahead with a plan to sell 
555 battle tanks to Egypt for an 
estimated S2 billion. 

Under Friday’s- proposal, 
which Congress has 30 days to 
study before it would go into 
effect, Egypt would coproduce as 
many as 540 of the tanks, Amer- 
ica's main M-1A1 battle tank, 
under contract from General 
Dynamics Corp. 

The Defence Department said 
in a brief statement that Egypt, 
which is trying to build up its 
defence industry, needs the 
weapons to replace obsolete 
Soviet equipment and to ensure 
regional stability in the Middle 
East. 

“This sale will contribute to toe 
foreign policy and national secur- 
ity of the United States by help- 
ing to improve toe security of a 
friendly country which has been 
and continues to be an important 
force for stability and peace in the 
Middle East,” the statement said. 

The United States and Egypt 
last month signed an arms re- 


search memorandum that put -he 
Arab state on the same weapons 
development cooperation levei 
with Washington as Israel arid 
NATO allies. 

The Pentagon said Egypt 
needed to be strong in the face of 
growing Libyan military might. 
The Reagan administraticr 
accused Libya of supp 
world “terrorism." 

Under the tank p.-opuv..:. 
General Dynamics would first 
produce some tanks and send 
them to Cairo and would later 
send M-1A1 parts to Egypt for 
assembly. 

Technology held bad: 

Answering fears voiced by 
some members of Congress. Pen- 
tagon officials told Reuters last 
month that some technology sec- 
rets on the tank would not be 
given to Egypt. ‘ 

"Despite agreements, we pro- 
vide defence information to coun- 
tries only on a case-by-case 
basis,” said one of the officials. 
“Certain technology would never 
leave this countrv." 


Hij ackers threaten massacre 



Abu Jihad assassinated in Tunis 


from page I) 


The victims were Mohammad Naj- 
jar, Kamal Nasser and Kamal 
Adwan. 

Najjar, code named Abu Yousef, 
was one of the founders of Fateh and 
toe head of its military branch. Nasser 
was a member of the PLO Executive 
Committee and Adwan was responsi- 
ble for activities in the occupied 
territories. 

Since then a number of Palestinian 
leaders have been killed in dries in 
Europe and the Middle East. 


In the most recent violence, three 
members of Fateh’s military branch 
were killed Feb. 14 in Limassol, 
Cyprus. 

Wazir's wife Intissar was quoted by 
a PLO represntative as saying: 

“Abu Jihad was at home. He heard 
tbe sound of a silencer when tbe 
commando killed the guards. He 
went outside and came face to free 
with them.” 

Shouting for help from a balcony, 
she said she counted nine attackers 
who fled in two mini-buses. 


(Continued from page 1) 

issued a statement saying the govern- 
ment would continue to seek a peace- 
ful settlement which “preserves the 
firm principles which Kuwait has per- 
sisted in pursuing and sticking to.” 

The hijackers killed two Kuwaiti 
hostages during a stop in Cyprus. 
-Three members of tbe Kuwaiti royal 
family are among tbe estimated 31 
remaining hostages. 

Earlier Saturday, the hijackers 
were heard telling the control tower 
char they wanted to hold a news 
conference with three journalists in- 
side tbe plane bat no photographers. 

Reporters selected representatives 
among themselves. 

The journalists, from Algerian 
radio, the New York Times newspap- 
er and the French news agency, 
Agence France Ptcsse, were told to 
bring identity cards am] tape-iecor- 
deis but no cameras. 

Meanwhile, Nayef Hawatmch, head 
of the Democratic From for the Li- 
beration of Palestine, was seen near 
the Algiers airport VIP lounge, told 
reporters: “This hijacking must stop 
immediately because it b distracting 
the attention of all the mass media. 
The mass media must go the correct 
way and concentrate all attention on 
the Israeli occupation.” 

He did not explain bis presence 
here or indicate whether he was 
participating in toe negotiations. 

There was no indication that the 
Algerian mediation effort had adv- 
anced. One hostage was freed “for 
strictly timwamirarian reasons” since 


the plane’ landed here early 
Wednesday. 

Tbe day began with the hijackers 
showing concern about conditions on 
the plane. They queried maintenance 
work on tbe water system, com- 
plained about a foul-smeliing toilet 

and jn ckr^ri on the air conditioning 
plant being topped up with kerosene. 

They also awed the authorities to 
remove broken glass from around the 
wheels, suggesting they might want to 
move toe aircraft at a later stage. 

Their preoccupation with technical 
details formed an uneasy backdrop to 
a single visit to the plane by an 
Algerian negotiator Saturday 
morning. 

Algerian authorities heralded the 
visit by radioing the hijackers that 
"someone wants to talk to you.” The 
negotiator, a mao dressed in a fight 
brown suit, went aboard the plane for 
about 23 minutes. 

Late Friday night, Algeria denied it 
guaranteed that hostages aboard toe 
aircraft would be freed when the 
plane reached Algiers, reinforcing a 
sense of stalemate in negotiations as 
the crisis entered its 12th day. 

In Beirut, a top Shi’iie militia 
official denied Saturday that Hassan 
Izzeddin, sought by the United States 
for a 1985 hijacking in which a U.S. 
navy diver was killed, was on board 
the hijacked airliner at Algiers. 

The official, closely linked with 
HizboUah, told Reuters that Izzeddin 
was in toe Bouij AI Barajneh area of 
Beirut's mainly. Shfite southern sub- 
urbs. where tie lives. 







The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
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1st Circle. Jatai Amman, near 
ANiyyah Girls School 

Takeaway Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:3fhMidnight 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 

cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming po f is available 

Take away available 

Opendailv 12:00 ■ lS-30 
180-23:30 

Wach Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

k Tel: 661922 y 


^ CHEN'S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 




CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Take-away service 

Open daily Noun - 3:30 p.m. 
<£ 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 
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7. 30 -T1 .30 pm 

After the Holiday Inn hotel 

Towards 3rd aide 
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1.000 

5678 

39801 

7.050 

7.010 

1.000 

182950 

38680 

0.220 

0.210 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

100 

33 

0.360 

0330 

1.000 

5445 

6637 

1.250 

1.250 

1.000 

1200 

902 

0.760 

0.750 

1.000 

11864 

13526 

1.160 

1.140 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 


1.000 

2302 

6975 

3.000 

3.050 

1.000 

84360 

47164 

0.580 

0.570 

1.000 


— 

— 

— 

1.000 


— 

— 

— 

1.000 

“ 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 


— 

— 

i — 

1.000 

416 

811 

1.930 

1.950 

5.000 


— 

— 

— 

- 1.000 


— 

— 

— 

1.000 


— 

— 

— . 

1.000 
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• MOJAVE^ jCaliforni al ( AP) -~ 
America's Cup defemfccs admit 
they-isEe, taking ■a.qdai hte d.ridc 
in ttafcsQ their defence of the 
‘ sailing trophy on sophisticated 
but untested catamarans:; 

The San Diego Yacht Chib* 

- IwkteTtrftfaeAnwrica’s Cap, has 
commissioned construction of 
two oearfy-identicnl catamarans. 
Each win have 60-foot (18.2' 
jhe£ne) faoU* sei ahoot 30 fee* (9. 1 
metres} apart. ~ : ; 

One of them will use a 90-foot 
(27-merre) wmg^ifce mast, winch 
is under constxuctioahere in the 
Mojave' Desert Lab of Burt 

- Rntott, designer- of the - e x- 
- penmental aircraft Voyager,. . 

The catamaran chosen to de- 
fend the. cup w»ti meet New Zea- 
land banker Michael Fay's 120- 
foot-iong:(36.5^netre) sloop in a 
September race -series off San 
California. 

“We've pushed the design so 
far, we're beyond our experience 
realm,” said Gino Morretii who is 
heading hull consttnction for the 
catamarans at a San Juan Capis- 
trano -Boatyard, abour 96 
kilometres north of San Diego. 

The Stare and Stripes Cup de- 
fence team is committed to en- 
gineering dinienrions and tech- 
nology never before tested, ex- 
cept on computer. 

"There’s always the chance 
that , what the computer says 
doesn't work," said David Hub- 
bard. a catamaran designer work- 
ing on the wing- sail at R man's ' 
aircraft yard in. Mojave, about 



GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF . . 

Ttovu Mafia Ssmcn. toe. 



ANSWERS to weekly bridge quiz 



Q.l— As South. vulnerable, you 
hohL -T: 

*AK1076 V9S v AXQ7 *K6 
Partner "opens the bidding with one 
bean. What do you respond? 

A.— Those who just count points 
would jump shift in spades. Here, 
however, you don't know whether 
yon want to play in spades, hearts, 
diamonds or no trump, so the cor- 
rect way to show your .strength is to 
respond one spade and then jump 
shift is diamonds at your next turn. 
That gives you the maxhnran chance 
of finding your best strain and level. 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AK1076 795 OAKQ7 4K6 
This time partner opens the bidding - 
with one diamond. What do you - 
respoodT. ,'. v : . . ‘ V ' 

A.— Here, you know where you can 
play the hand— in diamonds. There- 
fore, you should moke a jump s hi/t, 
seeme in- ibe knowledge that if part- 
ner doesn't have a fit in your soil, 
you can retreat to his suit and sail 
have room for farther investigation. 

Q-3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: ' 

4AKQJ83 795 OAQ6 472 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
bean. What do you respond? ' 

A. — Again, you know whereto play 
the hand: in spades, since your suit 
is self-saffirienL This is the rime to - 
tell partner about your good hand 
and strong suit by jump shifting to 
two spades. To clarify your holding, 
you intend to rebid your spades ar 
your next turn. 

Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: — - 

♦ Q6 - <7A83 3*10762 *AQ6 


The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 C Pass 2 # Pass 

•9 

m 

What do you bid now? 

A— Partner either has a very good 
sint of his own or a Hi in your suit. 
Either way, your queen of spades is 
a golden asset, and we lean toward a 
raise to three spades. With your 
three key cards, you are interested in 
.slam regardless of which hand part- 
ner holds. 

Q.5 — As South vulnerable, you 
hold: 

483 7AQ3 ZJ 10762 4AQ6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 -> Pass 2 4 Pass 

9 

■ 

What do you' bid now? 

A— With no particular fit for part- 
ner's suit and double stoppers in the 
unhid suits, tell partner you have a 
balanced minimum with no liking 
for bis suit. Bid two no trump. 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*Q7 <7AQ VJ10762 4KJ63 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth . West North East 

1 v Pass 2 4 Pass 

? 

What do you bid how? 

A.— With only one ace, we would 
tend to dampen partner’s ardor a lit- 
tle. There is no point to showing 
your dub suit, since you know part- 
ner can’t have a two-suiier includ- 
ing dubs- The logical choice, 
therefore, is two no trump, which 
would protect your tenaces from a 
lead through should the hand even- 
tually be played play in no trump. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“The box. says it contains five 
times more roughage than the 
leading bran cereal." 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
g lay Henri Arnold and Boo Lee 


Used to be a famous 
opem singer 



NORIPS 


Now arrange tne circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday’s 


{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: TAKEN JOINT TYPHUS GROTTO 

Answer What she sMd tolhe tavtafcie man— 

“ - ~ YOU’RE OUTTASK3KT 
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bet on catamarans ! UEFA bans 


160 kilometres northeast of Los 
Angcfes- 

Among the boat’s peculiarities: 

— A hull half the depth and 
width than would be considered 
normal for its 90-foot (27-metre) 
height and 60-foot {18.2-meireJ 
length.' possibly resulting in the 
boat being easily overpowered by 

- moderate winds and capsizing. 

— Light-weight composite 
materials in much of the wing-sail 
that could easily be damaged by a 
sailor's fist or a buoy. The wing- 
ami is designed much like an 
airplane wing, but with wires and 
lines controlling its shape. 

— In going with the catamaran, 
San Diego Yacht Chib has taken 
the opposite tack as Fay. whose 
massive sloop has a 1 54- foot (47- 
metre) carbon-fibre mast. 

“We went for engineering ele- 
gance, which is more efficient and 
creates less drag,” said design 
coordinator John Marshall. 
“Fay’s creating a big problem 
with a large boat and trying to get 
a big motor to overcome it.” 

Rutan said the wing- sail is 
more complicated structurally 
than the voyager, which his 
brother, Dick, flew around the 
world with Jeanna Yeager, with- 
out stopping for fuel, an aviation 
first. 

The wing- sail is divided into 
three parts: A solid front section 
of carton fiber, then two back 
sections that pivot and twist to 
manipulate carbon fiber ribs 
under a myiarkevlar scrim sheets. 

“It is so much more difficult we 


don't understand how evolution 
allowed humans to be able in v.pl 
before flying,” he said, half in 
jest. 

b'nli! Friday. Cup holders had 
said only that they were building 
a catamaran and another unspeci- 
fied multihuli. 

The catamarans arc expected 


to be iliristtencd May 22 in San 
Diego :n a ceremony off the 
Broadway Pier. 

Skipper Dennis Conner and his 
team would then begin training in 
tlu* catamarans, testing to see 
v.hai i he optimum spread of the 
two hulls is and testing the wing- 
sail against traditional cloth s^iil. 





— ready Tor sail 
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From the Carroll Righter Institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Don't let yourself be depressed or 
overwhelmed by any problems 
which pop up today, since with a lit- 
tle effort, you v3I be able to easily 
solve them, usd even possibly turn 
them to your advantage. 

ARIES (Mar, 31 to Apr, 19) Go 
over your budget carefully, and tiy 
to cut out any unnecessary ex- 
penses, Don't let anyone involve 
you in a hair-brained scheme. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 Co May 20) If 
you f eel that your personal life is 
not working out correctly, you can 
make successful changes now. Be 
tactful with your friends. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
This is a good day to handle per- 
sonal affairs for which you have had 
little time during Uu> week. Be more 
attentive to your mate. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
Jul. 21) If a good friend of yours is 
having difficulties, offer this person 
your assistance. Be more conscien- 
tious at your place of business. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Get into 
some public work which will im- 
prove your reputation in the com- 
munity. Avoid a superior who is 
looking for a scapegoat. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to ScpL 22) 
Before putting anyjacw ideas into 


motion, make sure they are prac- 
tical A new acquaintance may try. 
•to fool you. so proceed cautiously. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to OcL 22) Be 
sure you go out of your way to help 
c stranger, be sure the need is ge- 
nuine so you won't be "taken." Be 
sure to drive with great core, 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) An 
associate and you could butt heads 
until the cows come home, so by to 
reach a compromise. Rest up at 
home with your family this evening. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Make sum you carefully check 
any mitten communications you 
send out, os there could be some 
rather costly mistakes. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
You are tempted to ovorspend 
where entertainment is concerned, 
but refrain from doing so. Be very 
precise in any creative work. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
The situation at home requires tact 


and diplomacy, otherwise some bad 
feelings could arise which would be 
bard to get rid of later. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mur. 20) 
Steer dear of an annoying neighbor, 
as this person could cause you to 
lose your temper. Use much care in 
motion of any hind. 


THE Daily Crossword by Kenneth Witte 


ACROSS 
1 Grandmaster's 
game 
6 Wtngilfce 

10 Secretary's 
secretary 
14 Seraglio 
16 Ripped 
16 Sioux Indian 
T7 Exclamation 
of fatting 




23 Br. school 

24 UUIer or 
Sotham 

25 Celestial 
exclamation? 


34 Spigot 

36 Wire measures 

37 — blanche 
3B Wide pitch 

40 Grass genus 

41 Go ft alone 

42 Patchwork 
musical work 

43 Exclamation 
of disbelief 

47 fiuntUvie 
46 War god 
49 Purge 
63 Knightly title 
54 Tiny 

57 Exclamation 
of warning 

60 Unemployed 

61 Emanation 

62 Ghre a log up 

63 Celtics e.g. 

64 Cobblers and 
turnovers 

65 Use a rink 

DOWN 

1 Neighbor of 
Libya 

2 Nimbus 

3 Gardner 

4 tnd. weight 

5 Bra ct frith 

6 Eur capital 

7 Rata ■ 




•j WB Tribuna iMIa 3w*ctt. I no 
All Rlflnta Rosarvod 


6 Turk, rivet 
9 Trustworthy 

10 Contraction 

11 Coup eT — 

12 Carbonated 
drink 

13 Largo and 
West 

16 Thug 

16 Richards or 
Adores 

23 Holiday times 

25 Rope fiber 

2G T.S. - 

27 Moslem deify 

28 Pulsate 

29 Cereal grass 

30 Tolerate 

31 1946 
conforanea 
site 

35 Stratagem 

3? Sudden drop 
In temper" 
store * 

38 E v er y th ing 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


rann nnriin nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnrcnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnmn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnn 
□nnnn nnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnn nnnnn 
nnn nnnnnnn 
rannnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
□nnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn ..nnnn nnn 


41 Office worker 

42 Heavenly 
twines 

44 Wreath 
46 - pie 

48 Half a sextet 

49 Voucher 


38 Honey makers SO Miner's qu«t 


51 A Fitzgerald 

52 Small case 

54 Stool 

55 Orient 

58 Kitchen or 
major end 
68 Crude mineral 
fit Korean eotdter 


Koeman for 
three matches 

GENEVA IR> — PSV Ein- 
dhoven’s influential Libero 
Ronald Koeman is to miss the 
second leg of the Dutch club’s 
European Cup semifinal against 
Real Madrid because of suspen- 
sion. 

The European Football Union 
<UEF Al has banned Koeman for 
three matches because of remarks 
attributed to him in a magazine 
interview. He would also miss the 
European final if PSV overcame 
Real. They draw the first leg 1-1 
in Madrid and dash in the return 
Wednesday. 

UEFA, announcing the sus- 
pension Saturday, said in a state- 
ment after a control 2 nd disciplin- 
ary committee meeting in Zurich 
that the three-match ban would 
apply to UEFA dub competi- 
tions. 

The punishment was for Koe- 
man ‘s “unsporting and disloyal 
remarks' made in an interview 
with the monthly Dutch magazine 
“Sport International." the state- 
ment said. 

PSV Eindhoven was censured 
as dubs were responsible for the 
behaviour of players. 

An appeal must be lodged by 
midnight April 19, UEFA said. 

Koeman had eariler been 
asked by the governing body of 
European soccer to explain his 
public suppon of a team-mate's 
foul on Bordeaux midfielder Jean 
Tigana in a European Cup tie last 
month. 

Koeman was quoted by the 
magazine as saying the yellow 
card incurred by Hans Gillhaus 
for a foul on Tigana in the quar- 
ter-final first leg tie on March 2 
was “worth gold,” 

PSV subsequently beat Bor- 
deaux on the away goals rule to 
earn their semifinal real. 


Convicted 
soccer players 
plan to appeal 

GLASGOW, Scotland (AP) — 
Two of Britain’s top soccer play- 
ers were considering Saturday 
whether to appeal their convic- 
tions stemming from a fight dur- 
ing a match between two arch riv- 
al dubs. 

Terry Butcher and Chris 
Woods, members of the Glasgow 
Rangers who also play for Eng- 
land's national team, were found 
guilty Friday of disorderly con- 
duct and breach of the peace in 
fights during last October's 2-2 
draw with Crosstown foe Celtic. 

“The two convicted players are 
very disappointed and are con- 
sidering an appeal,” Len Murray, 
a lawyer for Rangers, said. 

The case was among the first in 
Britain in which athletes were 
brought to trial on charges stem- 
ming from on-th e-field incidents 
and led to sharp criticism from 
some soccer officials. 

The Sheriff Court said it could 
not prove charges of disorderly 
conduct and breach of the peace 
against a third Rangers' player, 
Graham Roberts, a fourth player, 
Frank McAvennie of Celtic, was 
acquited of the same charges. 


IAAF calls for Budd ban 

LONDON (AP) — Britain was told Saturday to 
either ban Zola Budd from running for at least a 
year or risk having its entire track and field team 
barred from the Olympic games. 


The international rulers of 
track and field said British track 
authorities should suspend Budd 
for at least 12 months for a 
“breach of die spirit of the rules" 
outlawing contact with her native 
South Africa. 

The Seoul Olympics are set for 
September, so a one-year ban 
would keep Budd out of the 
games. Black African nations 
have talked of boycotting Seoul if 
Budd. who obtained a British 
passport four years ago, runs 
there. 

The International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (IAAF) gave 
the British Amateur Athletics 
Board (BAAB) 30 days to act. 
.And if the British panel fails to 
follow the intern a tonal group's 
recommendation, the IAAF said, 
the national board itself could 
face suspension. 

That could mean that no Brit- 
ish track and field competitors 
would be eligible for the Olym- 
pics, officials said. 

The British board immediately 
said it -would consider the request 
at a meeting of its own council 
April 24. The issue was “prob- 
ably one of the most serious 
matters to face the board in its 
history',” Tony Ward, a spokes- 
man for the British panel, said. 

Ward called the possibility of 
suspension a “veiled threat that 
the council will have to con- 
sider.” 

Sam Ramsamy. head of the 
South African non-raciaj Olym- 


pic committee and a leader of the 
use of sports to pressure South 
Africa, said the IAAF threat, if 
carried out, could mean all Brit- 
ish track and field athletes would 
be barred from the Seoul games. 

“That is possible,” Ramsamy 
said. 

He called the LAAFs action a 
compromise “that fell short of 
what the Africans wanted, which 
was a total ban on Zola Budd,” 
but one that was taken “in the 
interest of international athle- 
tics.” 

Budd was not at the London 
hotel where the announcement 
was made. Ward said she was at 
home in suburban Guildford, and 
that she and her coach, John 
Bryant, were “studying the im- 
plications of the report.” 

Ewan Murray, head of the 
British board, said Budd would 
be suspended from international 
competition until at least next 
weekend's meeting. 

In a statement issued by its 
23-member council, the IAAF 
said the British board “ought to 
consider a suspension of the 
athlete from international athle- 
tics of at least 12 months begin- 
ning from today. 

“If in the opinion of the council 
it is evident from the BAAB's 
report and-or representations 
that the BAAB have failed to, 
take such action as is necessary, 
the council will consider the mat- 
ter further.” 

That consideration, the IAAF, 



Zola Budd 

could include “exercising its 
suspensive powers against the 
BAAB.” 

The IAAF council considered 
charges that Budd attended a 
meet in Brakpan. South Africa, 
last June. Budd acknowledged 
being there bur denied that she' 
ran in the race, and both she and 
the BAAB argued that meant she 
was within the rules, which bar 
contact with South African sports 
because of that country’s apar- 
theid policies. 

But the IAAF council said — 
while the letter of law may have 
been obeyed — the intent of the 
rules had been violated. 

“On the information which it 
presently has and based on her 
own admissions, it appears to the 
council that miss Budd at the very 
least has been in breach of the 
spirit of the rules of the IAAF,” 
the statement said. 

The IAAF, 14th Graf. 


McEnroe to meet Edberg in final 


TOKYO (R) — John McEnroe 
provided further evidence that he 
can still be a major force in men's 
tennis Saturday when he beat 
American Brad' Gilbert to reach 
the final of the Japanese Grand 
Prix. 

Though McEnroe was some 
way short of his vintage best in 
winning 6-3, 0-6, 64, it was an 
impressive victory against Gil- 
bert, who is currently ranked IS 
places above him in the world 
ranking at number 10. 

But his seven-month lay-off 
due to suspension and injury left 
him noticeably rusty at times — 
especially in the second set — and 
McEnroe will have to be measur- 
ably sharper against Stefan 
Edberg in Sunday's final. 

The top-seeded Swede, ranked 


third in the world behind Ivan 
Lendl and compatriot Mats 
Wilander. scored an impressive 
6-2, 6-2 win over American 71m 
Mayotte in the other semifinal. 

McEnroe's absence from the 
circuit has seen his ranking slip to 
25th — the first time he has been- 
out of the top 20 since 1977 — but 
his form and improved court be- 
haviour in this $617,500 event 
suggest this latest comeback 
could be a stunning success. 

“It was a hard-fought, exciting 
match,” McEnroe said after his 
victory over Gilbert, adding with 
a touch of his old defiance: “The 
better man won.” 

Neither McEnroe nor Gilbert 
could find any consistent accura- 
cy with their services and both 
men were broken repeatedly. 


more the result of poor serving 
than punishing returns. 

Despite, carrying a nagging 
ankle injury, Gilbert succeeding 
in capturing McEnroe's serve a 
remarkable total of eight times in 
the match, an unthinkable occurr- 
ence when the 29-year-old was at 
the peak of his powers. 

After winning four games in a 
row at the start of the first set, 
McEnroe's early dominance dis- 
appeared. “I got off to a great 
start, God knows what hap- 
pened,” he said. “I lost my edge 
at 4-0 and Gilbert started to make 
things happen.” 

But McEnroe quickly put the 
second set debacle behind him by 
capturing Gilbert's serve to love 
in the opening game of the third 
set and always held the initiative 
thereafter. 


Heysel stadium trial opens Monday 


BRUSSELS. Belgium (AP) — 
After months of waiting, the trial 
of 29 people in the deaths of 39 
soccer fans at Heysel stadium in 
1985 opens Monday, only to be 
immediately adjourned until 
September. 

The case is widely viewed as a 
test of efforts to crack down on 
thugs who use soccer matches as a 
background for violence. It also 
comes as English clubs attempt to 
regain admittance to European 
tournaments, from which they 


were banned after the Heysel 
disorder. 

A Belgian court is certain to 
grant defence lawyers more time 
to study 31,000 pages of evi- 
dence. 

The prosecution has agreed not 
to oppose the motion by attor- 
neys for 26 Liverpool, England, 
soccer fans, two Belgian police 
officials and a Belgian soccer 
federation official. 

“It should not take more than a 
couple of minutes” Monday, said 


Eugene Frenckeii, a senior Jus- 
tice Ministry official. 

Justice Ministry spokesman 
Francis Burs tin said the judge will 
gram the defence motion for a 
delay. 

“The trial will only open to 
allow the lawyers to ask for the 
postponement,” he said. “The 
judge will then move on to the 
prosecutor who will say ‘I am not 
opposed' and the judge will con- 
clude, ‘very good, it is post- 
poned'.’’ 


Peanuts 


JT SAYS MERE THEY'RE 
SERVING SHERBET AFTER 
THE CONCERT... 


k 


NO, IT SAVS THEY'RE 
PLAYING SCHUBERT 
PURIN6 THE CONCERT. 
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FOR A MINUTE 
THERE I WAS 
GLAD l CAME 



YOU RE 
WE IRR 
SIR! 



W 



Mutt'n’ Jeff 






T L „ 





GENTS, 
THE FARE* 







Andy Capp 





THE BASIC CURE-ALL FOR 
PLA/ERS IN THIS DISTRICT 
- IS THE SAME AS FOR — 
WIVES - 'PULL V3URSELF 
■s. TOGETHER/ MATE * 
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Authorities fear bombing 


* 

NAPLES, Italy (AP) — A Japanese extremist 
suspected of carrying out the car bomb attack that 
killed five people outside an American military dub 
may have slipped out of the country, investigators 




say. 

Junzo Okudaira of the 
Japanese Red Army couid have 
fled Italy before authorities iden- 
tified him Friday as the prime 
suspect in Thursday night's 
bombing of the Naples U.S.O 
club. 

Police investigators said . they 
believe Okudaira was the man 
who parked the car bomb outside 
the club during a party for sailors 
from the visiting frigates USS 
Paul and USS Capodanno. 

An international arrest warrant 
for Okudaira was issued Friday 
evening by Naples Prosecutor 
Alfredo Sant’ Elia. 

The explosion killed four Ita- 
lians and Angela Santos, a 21- 
year-old American service- 
woman. She was based at the 
Navy's communications station in 
Napies. At least 17 people, in- 
cluding four American sailors, 
were wounded. 

Authorities said the suspected 
bomber may have gone straight 
to the Rome Airport by car and 
flown out of the country late 
Thursday night or early Friday. 

"A characteristic of terrorist 
groups in general, and the 
Japanese Red Army in particular, 
is preparing for an escape before 
the actual attack/' said Romano 
Argenio, head of anti-tenorist 
police in Naples. 

Arg&nio and Ansoino 
Andreassi, a Rome-based nation- 
al anti -terrorist official, said they 
took serious iy two claims of re- 
sponsibility for the bombing. 


Dhaka 
to release 
political 
prisoners 

DHAKA (AP) — Bangladesh 
will release all 1.000 political pris- 
oners to help create a "congenial 
atmosphere " in the country, a 
government minister said Friday. 

State-run Radio Bangladesh 
quoted Interior Minister Abdul 
Matin as saying that opposition 
political activists held during the 
anti-government demonstrations 
will be freed soon. 

Opposition leaders, however, 
said at least 8,000 people are 
being held as political prisoners. 

Matin did not announce a 
date for the releases or specify 
how many prisoners were being 
held, but an Interior Ministry 
official said the release process 
had begun. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said at 
least 5.000 political prisoners 
were detained since the opposi- 
tion launched its ami -government 
campaign Nov. 10. But he said at 
least 4,000 prisoners were re- 
leased before the March 3 par- 
liamentary elections. 

"We will release all political 
detainees to create a congenial 
atmosphere," the radio quoted 
Matin as saying. Matin was 
addressing a meeting of senior 
police officials in Dhaka. 


The first claim was made in 
Rome, where a man speaking 
accented- English telephoned a 
French news agency' office and 
said the bomb was planted by a 
group called "Organisation of 
Jihad Brigades." 

The caller said the attack coin- 
cided with the second anniversary 
of the American bombing raids 
on Libya. 

In Beirut, a group calling itself 
“The Islamic Jihad Organisation 
for the Support of the Oppressed 
on Earth" claimed responsibility 
in a typewritten Arabic statement 
to the Italian news agency 
ANSA. 

The Islamic Jihad Organisation 
for the Support of the Oppressed 
on Earth claims responsibility for 
the attack that was launched by 
our brethren holy warriors in 
Italy against American targets in 
(he city of Naples in which several 
imperialist soldiers were killed or 
wounded." the statement said. 

The group also threatened to 
launch attacks against Italy for 
allegedly supporting imperialism, 
otherwise “we will be forced to 
deal with her (Italy) and her 
interests in the world in the same 
way and manner.” 

The group pledged “our 
brethren holy warriors to con- 
tinue the clear path that springs 
from fighting imperialism and 
world Zionism everywhere." 

The language used in the state- 
ment would appear to indicate 
the group is made up of pro- 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan (Agen- 
cies! — About 75,000 Afghan 
guerrillas and refugees jammed 
into a sun-baked stadium Satur- 
day to denounce the Geneva 
agreement that cleared the way 
for the withdrawal of Soviet 
troops from Afghanistan. 

Each of the seven leaders of 
the guerrilla coalition vowed to 
keep fighting until the last Soviet 
soldier left Afghanistan and the 
communist government fell. 

The rebel leaders have repe- 
atedly said they would reject any 
agreement reached without their 
participation and continue fight- 
ing. The guerrillas were not in- 
vited to the U.N. -mediated nego- 
tiations in Geneva. 

On Thursday, the United 
States, the Soviet Union, Pakis- 
tan and Afghanistan signed an 
agreement calling for the 115,000 
Soviet troops to begin leaving 
Afghanistan May 15. Soviet sol- 
diers arrived in December 1979. 

As three rows of turbaned, 
gun-toting Afghans stood in front 
of the stage, Ahmad Shah, a 
guerrilla designated by the 
alliance to head an interim all- 
Islamic government, told the 
crowd his administration would 
soon move inside Afghanistan. 
He gave no timetable. 

“We'll stay with you in Afgha- 
nistan, in the caves and snow’, not 
in Pakistan,” he said. 

Most of the rebel groups are 
currently based in the Peshawar 
area. 


Iranian Shi'ite Muslims. 

The Italian news media sug- 
gested the car bombing was link- 
ed to the hijacking of the Kuwaiti 
airliner, currently held in Algiers, 
however there was no firm evi- 
dence to support the theory. 

Argenio said investigators be- 
lieve Okudaira, 39, was acting in 
concert with other international 
“terrorist” groups. 

Italian authorities charged 
Okudaira in December with car- 
rying out the bomb and rocket 
attacks on the U.S. and British 
embassies in Rome last June. 
Several people were wounded. 

He is believed responsible for 
similar attacks during the past 15 
years on American. French and 
Dutch embassies in Europe and 
Asia. 

Investigators said Okudaira 
had been in Naples for five days, 
using a fake name and false 
Taiwanese passport. He had 
rented a car at the airport — the 
one eventually used for the 
bombing — and stayed at the 
modest San Pietro hotel near the 
railroad station. 

Hotel officials said he often 
spoke by phone in English with a 
woman. Investigators said he may 
have had another male accom- 
plice as well. 

U.S. Ambassador to Italy Max- 
well Raab travelled from Rome 
Friday to visit the bombing site 
and meet with the wounded. 

Naples officials declared a day 
of mourning for Saturday, a day 
on which funerals wifi be held for , 
the four Italians. 

U.S. sailors, meanwhile, were 1 
ordered to remain on board the ! 
two frigates, docked a short walk 
from the U.S.O. club. Sailors 
wearing flak jackets and carrying 
rifles stood guard on the decks. 


Gulbaddin Hekmatyar, current 
chairman of the guerrilla alliance, 
told the crowd the four-part 
Geneva accord provided for the 
return of some 5 million Afghan 
refugees from Pakistan and Iran 
when they feel conditions are 
safe. 

Hekmatyar asked for a show of 
hands of those who would wait to 
return until the last Soviet soldier 
was gone. Virtually all hands 
went up. 

On Friday, he said all members 
of the ruling Communist Party 
must be tried in absentia by reli- 
gious courts. 

Despite the show of unity m 
the hot and dusty stadium, the 
leader of a more moderate guer- 
rilla group threatened to boycott 
the rally if Hekmatyar tried to get 
a vote of confidence for the prop- 
osed all-Islamic government. 
However, Sibghatullah Mojadde- 
di attended Saturday's rally. 

Mojaddedi recently resigned 
from the alliance, then later re- 
joined it, in protest over the plan, 
which he said was the work of the 
hard-line Muslim majority. 

Mojaddedi's Afghan National 
Liberation Front is the only 
alliance party to welcome the 
Geneva accord, which it says is 
flawed but useful. 

The hardliners call the accord a 
sellout by the United States for 
having failed to secure a cutoff 
of Soviet military aid to Kabul. 


High-level 

Managua 

peace 

talks open 

MANAGUA ( AP) — Contra re- 
bel leaders and Sandinista repre- 
sentatives opened high-level 
peace talks in Managua and 
pledged to resume the discussions 
later Saturday. 

The contra delegation arrived 
late Friday for discussions the 
government said could bring the 
two sides closer to ending the civil 
war that has claimed more than 
26,000 lives. 

The sides met for less than an 
hour before breaking for the 
night. There was no immediate 
report on the content of the 
discussions. 

For the first time since fighting 
erupted in November 1981, the 
Sandinistas have permitted con- 
tra rebel leaders to visit the 
capital. 

Adolfo Calero, leader of the 
contra umbrella group called the 
Nicaraguan Resistance, termed 
the initial discussions “a warmup 
session" and earlier said the mere 
presence of contra leaders in 
Managua was “a triumph.” 

Calero arrived with a delega- 
tion of more than 40 contras 
hours on a commercial flight from 
Costa Rica that was several hours 
behind schedule. 

He said at a news conference 
that the delegation “has come to 
Nicaragua in search of what it has 
tried to attain for many years, 
which is democracy and liberty 
for the Nicaraguan people.” 

General Hnmberto Ortega, the 
defence minister and leader of 
the Sandinista delegation, said: 
“The victory is when we reach a 
definitive cease-fire. It doesn't 
involve mounting a publicity 
show but of complying” with the 
preliminary peace agreement of 
March 23. 

Agreement on the technical 
issues of a truce were reached 
during talks that concluded Fri- 
day in the southern border post of. 
Sapoa. 144 kilometres from Man- 
agua. 

The two sides issued a state- 
ment that said "considerable 
progress" had been made in nar- 
rowing their differences. They 
did not elaborate but said addi- 
tional discussions on technical 
issues would be held during the 
Managua meeting. 

The technical discussions were 
called for in the preliminary 
peace plan. 

As part of that agreement, a 
60-day cease-fire went into effect 
April 1 to give both sides time to 
work out a permanent truce. 

But the two sides were unable 
to agree on important technical 
issues such as verification, bow 
the rebels would be resupplied or 
whether they should be allowed 
to keep their weapons. 

The entire process has been 
marked by bickering, with each 
side accusing the other of violat- 
ing the accord. 

The state-run Voice of Nicar- 
agua, which carried details of the 
contra arrival, said among the 
returning rebel leaders were Ped- 
ro Joaquin Chamorro, Alfredo 
Cesar, Azucena Ferrey and her 
brother, Roberto, and Aristides 
-Sanchez. 

The radio station said relatives 
of the rebels gathered at Sandino 
International Airport to see their 
family members, some of whom 

have not been in Managua since 
1979. 


Rebels denounce Afghan pact, 
vow continued fighting 


WORLD NEWS BRIEFS 


Speakes quits fir 


VI 


amid controversy 


NEW YORK (R) — Former White House spokesman Larry 
Speakes. rebuked by President Reagan this week for fabricating 
presidential quotes, resigned Friday as a senior vice president at 
the brokerage firm Merrill Lynch. Merill Lynch said Speakes ’s 
resignation was “accepted with regret.” Speakes, in his own 
statement, said his resignation was “the best course of action for 
Merrill Lynch and for me personally.” Current White House 
Spokesman Marlin Fiizwater Tuesday denounced Speakes for 
fabricating presidential quotes and called the practice a “damn 
outrage." Speakes, who served as White House spokesman for six 
years "and briefed reporters more than 2,000 times, joined the 
brokerage firm in February 19S7. Sources said Speakes resigned 
on his own as a result of the controversy stemming from a 
just-published memoir." Speaking Out." The sources said the 
controversy was getting in the way of Speakes’s duties as chief 
spokesman for the brokerage firm. Reagan publicly rebuked his 
former spokesman Wednesday, saying: "I have no affection for 
these kiss-and-tell books" and termed his ex-aide's memoirs 
fiction. 


‘Sharpeville Six’ lawyers apply for retrial 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Lawyers for six black South Africans 
whose execution was held off last month applied Friday to reopen 
their trial. The “Sharpevflle Six" — five men and a woman — won 
a temporary reprieve on March 17, just before they were to hang 
after being convicted of complicity in a township murder. They 
were charged after the murder of township councillor Jacob 
Dlamini in September 1984 during protests against rent increases 
in Sharpeville township south of Johannesburg. The court 
registrar said the application may be heard before the Pretoria 
supreme court on May 1, but Justice W.J, Human who will 
preside may bring the date forward. The six were granted a 
month-long stay of execution when their lawyer, Prakash Diar, 
produced evidence that a key prosecution witness might have lied 
under police pressure. 


International drug ring cracked 

HONG KONG (AP) — Authorities said Saturday they crushed 
an international drug-trafficking ring with the arrests of II men 
and the seizure of heroin worth $45 million believed bound for the 
United States. The arrests Thursday and Friday in rhis British 
colony resulted from a joint U.S.-Hong Kong investigation, 
codenamed Operation Bamboo Dragon, that involved FBI and 
local undercover agents, said Chris Cantley, a top official with the 
police narcotics bureau. The probe also led to the arrests of nine 
people and the seizure of more heroin in the United States. 
Cantley said the suspects belonged to four local drug supply 
sources loosely connected with one another. All the arrested men 
were considered “very significant and we are not looking for 
anybody else in connection with the operation," he said at a news 
conference. 


‘Human trafficking’ may receive death 
penalty 

DHAKA (AP) — The government will introduce a bill in 
parliament seeking the death penalty for people trafficking in 
human beings, especially those who force women into brothels in 
other countries, an official said. Home Minister Abdul Matin, 
addressing security forces in the border village of Rajshahi 
Friday, said the bill will be introduced in the next session of 
parliament on April 25. Officials in Dhaka earlier month 
reported that border guards rescued 100 men, 82 women and 72 
children from human traffickers during the past 11 months. More 
than 25 people were arrested in connection with the crime. 
Bangladeshi people, eager to escape extreme poverty, are lured 
by traffickers with promises of jobs in India, Pakistan and the 
Middle East. The traffickers call themselves “manpower agents.” 
Women often land up in brothels in India or Pakistan and men 
and children are forced to take up low-paying jobs »wiHgr 
conditions of virtual slavery, officials said. A death penalty bill 
introduced by the government can be expected to become law 
because the ruling Jatiya Party has 251 lawmakers in the 
300-member house. * 


Deng expresses strong 


support for Aquino 


PEKING (AP) — Philippine 
President Corazon Aquino met 
Saturday with Deng Xiaoping 
and concluded a three-day visit in 
which she said China's most 
powerful leader expressed strong 
support for her administration. 

Aquino’s visit was her first trip 
abroad in IS months. 

She met Saturday morning with 
senior leader Deng and Com- 
munist Party General Secretary 
Zhao Ziyang. two men who have 
crafted China’s market-oriented 
economic reforms over the past 
decade. 

Deng, 83. in opening remarks 
noted, “Since your assumption of 
the post of presidency we know 
you have been faced with some 
difficult situations. But we 
appreciate your efforts and you 
have bandied problems very satis- 
factorily.” 

He added. “I'm confident that 
you'll achieve complete success 
and we on our side hope to see a 


stable, prosperous and powerful 
Philippines." 

Aquino responded, “I would 
like to make a comment on what 
appears to be the perception of 
instability insofar as my govern- 
ment is concerned." 

She continued: “I would like to 
point out that I've continued to 
be president even after five coup 
aiieuipts. I think that should tell 
the world that the Philippines is a 
stable government." 

Deng last year led a rejuvena- 
tion of party leadership by res- 
igning from most of his top posts 
and has cut back on public 
appearances, meeting only Chi- 
na's most favoured guests. He is 
believed to still wield consider- 
able power within the ruling 
party. 

In the 1960s Mao Tse-Tung’s 
China gave moral and some 
material support to Communist 
insurgencies in Southeast Asia, 
including one being waged by the 


Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines. 


China has ceased supplying lef- 
tist rebels and Aquino said 
Chinese leaders agreed that the 
economic development sought by 
both countries “can only be 
achieved if there is peace.” 

She said she and Deng also 
agreed to shelve the question of 
the Spratly Islands, about 500 
uninhabited islands in the South 
China Sea claimed by China, 
Vietnam, the Philippines. 
Malaysia and Taiwan. 

Chinese and Vietnamese naval 
forces clashed off the islands last 
month and Vietnam reported that 
some 80 of its sailors were killed 


or missing. 

Representatives of China and 
the Philippines signed a trade 
protocol Saturday calling for 
track to reach of between $400- 
and 450- million this year between 
the two nations. 


Panama protests alleged 


U.S. violations of sovereignty 


PANAMA CITY (AP) — The 
Foreign Ministry sent a formal 
protest to the United Nations 
alleging U.S. violations of Pana- 
ma’s sovereignty during a recent 
firefight involving U.S. marines. 

Also Friday, the National 
Banking Commission said the na- 
tion's 130 banks, which have been 
shut since March 3, would be 
allowed Monday to accept de- 
posits and cany out inter-bank 
operations. 

The ministry's protest said 
U.S. troops closed a highway just 
outside the capital for three hours 
Tuesday night after fighting 
broke out between “soldiers of 
the United States and an un- 
known group.” 

At a news conference called by 
the U.S. military. Marine 1st 
Sergeant Alexander Nevgiovski 
said Friday that his company be- 
came engaged irra gunfight Tues- 
day night at a fuel depot with 
uniformed men “who were using 
us as training aids." 

“They were highly profession- 
al.” Nevgiovski said. “They were 
good. They were trying to pro- 
voke us.” 

Nevgiovski said the intruders 
wore black uniforms and carried 
sophisticated night-vision equip- 
ment. but declined to speculate 
od whether they were members 
of the Panamanian Defence 
Forces. 

In the note sent to U.N. Secret- 


ary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar, Foreign Minister Jorge 
Abadia called the highway clos- 
ing a “flagrant violation of Pana- 
ma’s sovereignty” by U.S. 
troops. 

The banking move was seen as 
unlikely to provide a quick infu- 
sion of money to ease Panama’s 
cash shortage, which has been 
caused in part by a U.S. freeze on 


Panamanian assets in American 
banks. 


According to earlier reports, 
the highway has closed after ab- 
out 100 Marines exchanged fire 
with what they described as 40 to 
50 uniformed intruders at the fuel 
dump near Howard Air Force 
Base, a few kilometres west of 
Panama City. 


Qadhafi: Bush would 


be better than Reagan 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi 
says George Bush would be a 
better president than Ronald 
Reagan because he has suffered 
through Reagan's “irrationality” 

and “foolishness.” 

In a taped interview aired Fri- 
day on the NBC Television Net- 
work, Qadhafi said Libyan rela- 
tions with the United States could 
improve, “but with Reagan it is 
impossible.” 

Friday marked the second 
anniversary of U.S. bombing 
raids on Libya, ordered by 
Reagan in retaliation for Libya's 
alleged involvement in the bomb- 
ing of West Berlin night club that 
killed two U.S. servicemen and a 
Turkish woman. 


Qadhafi made no comments 
about the bombing except to say 
bombed sections of his office 
building had become a tourist 
attraction. 


Asked about Bush as a possible 
successor to Reagan, Qadhafi 
said: 


itl 


T think that Mr. Bush- has 
worked with Reagan and he has 
Suffered from the irratio nali ty of 
Reagan and foolishness and he 
was an eye witness of the Amer- 
ican dama ge and American loss 
in the period of Reagan. So he 
would be a better president be- 
cause he has suffered with 
Reagan and he would sort of 
make up for it 


7V 


Religious leaders , lawmakers 


to collaborate for ‘ better world ’ 


By Gra ham Heathcote 

The Associated Press 


OXFORD, England — World 
religious leaders and lawmakers 
agreed Friday for the first time to 
work together for a different and 
better world. 

A final declaration from the 
five-day Global Forum of Spir- 
itual and Parliamentary Leaders 
on Human Survival pledged to 
concentrate first on eliminating 
the perils of nuclear and other 
armaments, balancing resources 
and populations and helping 
“vulnerable groups, particularly 
women and children.” 

“This meeting is a timely con- 
vergence of hearts, minds and 
events. Human society is in a 
period of intense introspection, 
gripped by fear, uncertainty and 
confusion,” said the declaration 
by 140 participants from about 60 
countries of the East and West. 

“We therefore now affirm our 
shared vision of survival, and we 
commit ourselves to work for a 
fundamentally changed and bet- 
ter world,” it said. 

The five main religions of 
Buddhism, Christianity, Hindu- 
ism, Islam and Judaism were 
represented, as well as African 
religions, Hinduism's Jainism 
offshoot, Shinto and Sikhism. 

Keynote speakers included 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runcie, U.S. astronomer 
Carl Sagan of Cornell University, 
Mother Teresa who cares for the 
poor and dying in 80 countries, 
and the Dalai Lama, Tibet’s ex- 
iled Buddhisr spiritual leader. 

Paul N. Temple, chairman of 
Energy Development COrp. in 
Virginia,, a financial sponsor of 
the conference, commented: “It 
developed almost a family spirit 
across the enormous diversity of 
religion and national affiliations. 
Channels of dialogue are opening 
that never existed before." 


of world politics.” 

“The conference ignored the 
situation in the Middle East, 
which is terribly dangerous. Reli- 
gion is politics and they cannot be 
separated to a truly religious per- 
son,” Ayman Ahwai said. 

Dean James Parks Morton of 
the Episcopalian Cathedral of St. 
John the Divine in New York, 
said that although China did not 
attend after learning the Dalai 
Lama would be there, the orga- 
nisers had left two seats vacant on 
the leadership body to be estab- 
lished in New York, in hope of 
securing representatives of 
Chinese faiths of Taoism and 
Confucianism. 

The conference was the brain- 
child of Altio Matsumtira, a New 
York- resident Japanese expert on 
population who spent 15 years 
preparing the gathering. 

Shingo Nomura, a 43-year-old 
Japanese real estate developed 
who provided one-third of the 
conference's total $1.5 milli on 
cost, said 40 years ago it was not 
uncommon for people to d^oif 
hunger in Tokyo. 

Because people, organisations 
and countries helped Japan to 
become prosperous after World 
War 11. “it is possible for Japan 


and individual Japanese like my- 
self to begin to contribute to the 
people and countries in need to- 
day,” Nomura said. 


‘Only a desert’ 


The conference on its last day 
was stirred to a give a standing 
ovation to two North American 
Indian leaders in traditional cos- 
tume who related that their 
ancestors foretold the ills of the 
modern world a long time ago. 

Thomas Banyacya, a Hopi 
elder from Arizona, held up a 
reproduction of an ancient rock 
painting near Oraibi, east of the 
Grand Canycm, which he said 
appears to predict nuclear des- 
truction, space travel and the 
ravaging of the environment. 

Chief Oren R. Lyons of the 
On andaga Nation, a history pro- 
fessor at the State University of 
New York in Buffalo, read a 
letter by Chief Seattle to U.S. 
President Fr anklin Pierce in 1855, 
which said the white man’s hun- 
ger for land would “eat the earth 
bare and leave only a desert.” 

“Continue to soil your bed and 
one night you will suffocate in 
your own waste,” the letter 
warned. 


‘Christian-oriented’ 

But a spokesman for Islam, 
Ayman Abdelkader Ahwai of the 
Muslim World League's London 
office, commented: “Although it 
might have been unintentional, it 
has been a Christian-orientated 
conference, as is perhaps the tone 


Imagine the world as a village 


OXFORD, England (AP) — At 
the Oxford conference on Global 
Survival this week, Raimundo 
Famkkar, professor eme ri tus of 
religious studies at the University 
of California, tried this way to 
explain the task of making rise 
world a better place: 

Imagine, he said, the world's 5 
bflfion people as a viflage of 100 
families. 

Then, of those 100 

— 7 families own 00 per cent of 
the village. 

— 60 fam&es occupy one-tenth of 
the village. 

— 70 ftwntfos have no drinkii^ 
water. 

— 65 families cannot read, 

— 90 families do not understand 


— 20 families have a Gross 
National Product 100 times higher 


than the rest. 

— 7 families consume 80 per cent 
of all die available ener gy. 

— 1 family perhaps has university 
education. 

— 80 families have never ridden 
in an airplane. 

“Thirty years ago, the situation 
was better than it is today” 
Panlkkar said in an interview! 

“There are today 100 mfflfon 
homeless and parentless children 
in the world, 650,000 of them in 
Rio de Janeiro alone — Brins |» 
the streets. 

“I don’t think talking about 
famgy piamiing in these circumst- 
ances does any good it won't 
change anything. 

"How can yoo teD the poor, 
who are 80 per cent of afl the 
peopteiu . the world, intake a par? 
Iamafeaddihdrlteirei&^i-jli— ■ 



Bishops say Britons 
don’t care 


LONDON (AP) — The Roman 
Catholic bishops of England and 
Wales said Friday that Britain has 
become an uncaring society and 
government are helping to foster 
an attitude of indifference to the 
poor. At the end of a three-day 
conference, the bishops 
announced a study of attitudes to 
the underprivileged. MonsTgnor 
Vincent Nichols, general secret- 
ary of the Bishops Conference of 
England and Wales, said Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher’s 
Conservative government was 
not directly to blame for the 
public’s attitude to the less for- 
tunate in society. But he said: 
“We would like to see in the 
initiatives the government makes 
more attention given to the dis- 
tribution of wealth.” "The 
bishops fait that in Britain today 
there was coining to the surface 
more clearly than for quite some 
time a general set of assumptions, 
a culture of indifference to the 
underprivileged,” Nichols said. 
“Yuppie values are an aspect of 
this culture, but it's not just the 
Yuppies who walk the streets erf 
London past people sleeping hi 
doorways. It's a sense that in- 
creasingly in our society we are 
becoming more and more har- 
dened and dismissive of 
hardship.” 


Gypsies appeal for 
human rights 


BELGRADE (R) — Gypsy en- 
tertainers from eight European 
conn tries from Spain to the 
Soviet Union sang and danced 
their woes away until early Satur- 
day at a musical event to cele- 
brate Romany culture and appeal 
for human rights. Thousands of 
people, including Gypsies and 
their supporters, cheered the 
soloists and ensembles in a Bel- 
grade sports hall at the show in 
honour of a group that is discri- 
minated against in many coun- 
tries. “This is great. But unfortu- 
nately music and dancing won’t 
solve problems,” said Sait BaTic, 
bead of the Romany Union, an 
organisation representing some 
15 million Romanes, popularly 
known as Gypsies, from 26 coun- 
tries. Referring to his people as 
“eternal world wanderers." Baiic 
told Reuters they were still dep- 
rived of basic human rights m 
many countries, looked upon 
with scorn and forced to assimi- 
late with host populations. His 
organisation, founded in 1971 at a 
congress in London, sought im- 
proved human rights for Gypsies 
everywhere and was striving to 
obtain some sort of representa- 
tion in the United. Nations, he . 
said. “We are very loyal to the 
countries we live in. We don’t 
demand territorial autonomy, 
just equal treatment with others 
and the right to equal employ- 
ment, schooling, our language, 
culture and tradition,” Babe, 57, 
said. 


■ 

Amin’s ex-wife 
models for money 


BONN (AP) — The ex-wife of 
former Ugandan dictator Idi 
Aznin has begun modelling 
women’s underwear in West Ger- 
many because she needs the 
money, newspapers reported Fri- 
day. The mass-circulation news- 
paper Bild ran a picture on. its last 
page showing Amin’s former wife,: 

Sarah Kyoloba, modelling silk 
underwear during what it said 
was a recent fashion show. Bild 
also reported that Kyoloba, who 
got a divorce from Amin in a 
West-German court fast year, was 
collecting 900 marks ($542) in 
social welfare payments a month. 
The newspaper said she received 1 
350 marks ($210) for her first 
appearance as an underwear 
model aft 'a recent fashion show in ; 
Cologne. \ 


Don’t feed the 
animate 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — A 
popotamus has died at the 
Buenos Aires Zoo, the victim 
shoe stuck in its throat, 


zoo director said Friday. .Director 
Luis Lopez said the animal 
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showed i^hs - of -distress' Thurs- 
day » banging its head against the 
ground mid the bars or its cage. 
The maleiuppo dfed ashort time 
feter. An autopsy revealed th$ 
canse of deathtobe atehms 5 »h 0 e 
Jadged in its thro^. JLbp^ 

the zoo bus 'constant mob.. 

. with .visitors throwmg tmjects sf , 
the animals. He. said 
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